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NOW PLAYING | 
Maurice Schwartz Production of 


BROTHERS 
ASHKENAZI 


“‘*The Brothers Ashkenazi” is an even 
more ambitious and lavish production 
than wae the Yiddish Art Theatre's 
memorable ‘Yoshe Kalb’. Which is high 
praise indeed!” 

—ROBERT COLEMAN, Mirror. 
“Full of life and rich in the sort of 
vivid details that made Mr. Schwartz's 
production of the same author's ‘Yoshe 
Kalb’ one of the memorabe things in 
the rel” 
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Members and Friends of the 
New York Chapter of the League 
will attend the Yiddish play 
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with Maurice Schwartz, at the 
Yiddish Art Theatre on Saturday 
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Modern Th in Nationalism 
The Jew in a Changing World 
Scholarships Awarded 
GRADUATES PLACED 
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The CENTRAL PLAZA 


111 SECOND AVE. NEW YORK 
ORchard 4-6300 


invites your inspection of its five 
BALLROOMS, newly decorated, 
and especially the newly built 
most luxurious *"NORMANDIE 
ROOM" for Banquets, Balls, Wed- 
dings, etc., also MODERN MEET- 
IN ROOMS in our ANNEX. 
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A. ELLNER, Caterer for All Occasions 
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Now Open- 


A Mutual Savings Bank 
in the heart of 


YORKVILLE 


New Savings Bank Branch at 
81st St. and First Ave., New 
York. 

One of New York’s oldest 
Mutual Savings Banks, estab- 
lished 1851. 

The Irving Savings Bank is the 
twelfth oldest Matual Savings 
Bank in New York City. It has 
NO stockholders and is con- 
ducted solely for the benefit of 
its depositors. 


IRVING SAVINGS 
BANK 


Member of Mutual Savings Banks Fand 
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EDITORIALS OF THE MAONTH 





AFTER THE RADIO ADDRESS 


USTICE BLACK’S RADIO ADDRESS WAS 
NEITHER dignified nor forthright. It clears 
the air insofar as we now know definitely that the 
Justice was a Klan member and that he does not 
intend to resign, but it must give small comfort 
to his champions. Before the Justice’s statement 
it was difficult to join in the hue and cry against 
him with any degree of enthusiasm. No one had 
any illusions as to what inspired the uproar. 
Everybody knew what pack was at his heels and 
from whose kennels it had issued. When the 
pure falsetto of the choicest reactionaries in the 
country is raised in horror, one hesitates to add 
another note to the crystalline chorus. But Jus- 
tice Black’s radio address has not improved mat- 
ters. It was, if possible, even more damaging 
than his silence. Black had an opportunity to 
speak honestly and simply on a question of pro- 
found human, as well as political, urgency. We 
can think of only one recent parallel, the valedic- 
tory address of the King of England, which af- 
forded so rich a chance to explain, and if neces- 
sary, to step aside. Black did not rise to the 
moment. He spoke like a petty politician instead 
of like a man aware of the complexities and res- 
ponsibilities of his situation. His few general 
remarks in opposition to racial and religious big- 
otry cannot be considered an adequate substitute 
for the direct condemnation of the Klan which 
might have been expected. Nor will any intel- 
ligent or sensitive person fail to be shocked by 
the introduction of the ‘Some of my best friends 
are Jews’ school of thought into so serious an 
occasion. 

We like the “exposure” of Black, for the pur- 
pose of discrediting the liberal policies of the 
Roosevelt administration, no better than do The 
Nation, The New Republic or even The Daily 
Worker, yet we cannot subscribe to the view that 
taking the Klan oath was at any time the equival- 
ent of joining the Rotary Club or Kiwanis. No 
matter how many Southerners may have joined 
the Klan as a matter of political expediency, the 
hooded fraternity was never innocent or merely 
sociable. Membership in its ranks could never 
be construed as an act of good fellowship with 
no further implications. At the time that Black 
supposedly joined the Klan it was the rallying 
point for the most sinister elements in the United 
States. No matter how necessary Klan member- 
ship may have been for political preferment in 
the South, it was a key to advancement of which 
no man of courage, no genuine liberal, would have 





availed himself. Precisely because the Klan was 
then ‘influential, it called for opposition not alle- 
giance. There were Southern politicians with 
sufficient independence to attack the Klan instead 
of taking its pledges. The shadowy robes of the 
Klan which now invest Hugo Black cannot be 
doffed at will. They were never fit raiment for 
an enlightened or courageous spirit. They are 
no fit raiment for a Justice of the Supreme Court, 
no matter what unsavory ghosts may skulk under 
some of the other judicial robes adorning the 
bench. If Justice Black had been really concerned 
in the progressive policies whose champion he has 
lately been, he would have resigned. By remain- 
ing on the bench, he has played directly into the 
hands of the Old Guard in both the Republican 
and Democratic camps. Even his excellent record 
in the Senate, marred only by his significant failure 
to vote for the anti-lynching bill, loses some of its 
lustre. One wonders how profound the liberal- 
ism of Black can be; or did the same opportunism 
which made him once join the Klan, which kept 
him from denouncing it unequivocally on the 
radio, cause him to throw in his fortunes with the 


New Deal? 


THE ELEVENTH HOUR IN POLAND 
HE SHAKINESS AND THE RESULT- 
ING DUPLICITY of the tottering regime 
in Poland are shown clearly in recent events. On 
one side we hear promise of new parliamentary 
elections; on the other side negotiations for the 
creation of a Nazi cabinet. On one hand promises 
by the Premier of law and order; on the other 
hand, the further encouragement of pogroms 
through the do-nothing policy of the police. Here 
promises of peace and plenty, if only the Jews 
would get out and leave their shops and jobs to 
the Poles in the villages; there, forty-one peasants 
shot in cold blood by the police. The clash of 
contradictions in what is officially called the “dem- 
ocratic republic” of Poland is assuming more and 
more violent forms. It is certain the leaders 
of the present-day government feel that the only 
possible way of maintaing their rule is to admit 
some Endek partners to the closed corporation 
which saps the life-blood out of the people. As 
the more thorough-going anti-Semites, the Endeks 
feel that they alone are entitled to the rule of the 
integrated “nationalistic” state of the future. 
The progressive forces of Poland are at present 
forging the only. means of resistance, the Demo- 
cratic Front. The fate of the Jews in Poland 
depends on the ability of the peasants, Socialists 
and the few progressives within the government 
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camp to resist this drive of the official juggernaut 
towards totalitarianism along the usual road of 
the fascist dictators, a road paved with Jewish 
and workers’ blood. 


THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 


N A WORLD WHERE ETHIOPIAN 
FARMLANDS are being grabbed by fascist 
conquerors and Chinese lands are gobbled up by 
Japanese invaders, the principle of the Jewish 
National Fund is almost an anomaly. For the 
Jewish people are buying their soil by voluntary 
contributions and creating their rights of owner- 
ship by the sweat of labor. What is more strange 
in contemporary affairs, land acquired by the JNF 
is a national trust and the property of the whole 
Jewish people. Today JNF land stretches be- 
hind Haifa, covers a substantial proportion of the 
Sharon, the plantation area along the coast and 
the new fertile Valley of Jezreel from the Medit- 
erranean to the Jordan. While these 400,000 
dunam are less than 6% of Palestine’s entire 
territory, they are fully one-third of all the: Jew- 
ish owned land. 

It is significant that while private initiative, due 
to unfavorable political conditions, has been re- 
luctant to buy land, some 20,000 dunam were 
bought last year through the agency of the JNF 
and in spite of stupendous obstacles. New agri- 
cultural settlements have.been worked by courage- 
ous men and women in outlying spots and in 
near wilderness, recalling the heroism of nearly 
a half century ago.. Though in the most critical 
year of history since the war, Palestine’s map 
became dotted with these brave new colonies: 

Kfar Hittim (a group of Bulgarian settlers) ; 

Masada and Ein Hakoreh (already reported in Jewish 

Frontier) ; Gennosaret in the valley of Lake Kinner- 

eth; Nir David, Sedeh Nahum, Beth Joseph, Tirath 

Zvi, Maoz, all in or near Beisan Valley; Mishmar 

Hashlosha (named for the three murdered at Yab- 

neel) in lower Galillee; Moledeth (German-Jewish 

immigrants) in the Emek; Juwara of the American 

Hashomer Hatzair group at Kibbutz Banir—Ein Gav, 

Kfar Menachem, Usha and Kfar Szold.. . 

The newest undertaking and the newest frontier 
of colonization is in the Galillee, including the 
extensive Huleh zone and adjacent lands offering 
possibilities for large Jewish settlement. 


As economic difficulties rise out of the political 
crisis surrounding the partition plan; as private 
institutions by their very nature are slow to under- 
take large-scale construction work for the mo- 
ment, the national funds are in a position not only 
to offset the consequences of cautious private cap- 
ital but to push new nationalized colonization when 
it is most needed. The support of this effort con- 
stitutes an appeal to every Jew, regardless of his 
economic station, for the JNF has subsisted on 
pennies thrown into boxes as well as on dollars. 
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We urge our readers to support the JNF with 
redoubled effort and we wish its Detroit national 
conference which meets on October tenth every 
success in arousing the conscience of American 
Jews to their duty. 


LOCAL 25: SEMI-CENTENNIAL 


HE EIGHTIES OF THE PREVIOUS 
CENTURY WERE stirring years; 1886 
was a milepost in Amerian labor history. The 
Knights of Labor had reached its peak; the 
American Federation of Labor had become its 
successful rival; the eight-hour day was gaining 
momentum, and in May of that year the Haymar- 
ket tragedy occurred. In that same month a small 
group of Russian Jewish immigrant clothing 
workers in New York formed a union. This union 
at present is celebrating its semi-centennial anni- 
versary. It began as the United Brotherhood of 
Tailors—a famous name in the history of men’s 
clothing workers—and is now known as Local 25 
of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America. 
Local 25 started as an organization of Jewish 
clothing workers, but includes now also non-Jew- 
ish workers, white and colored. 


When the Russian and Polish Jews began com- 
ing here in large numbers, in the eighties, they 
aroused suspicion and fear among the American 
workers. They were regarded as unorganizable, 
potential strikebreakers, depressors of wage 
standards. They came from one of the most 
backward countries, economically and socially. In 
the old world they were the underdog among 
underdogs. They had no knowledge of the labor 
movement; their standards were low; they did not 
know the language of the land. They seemed to 
be a menace to the labor movement. 

What has made militants of them? What has 
raised them to the level of the best trade union- 
ists ? 

Like all men, the Jewish immigrants were a 
product of their environment. When they came 
to America from pogroms and degradation in the 
ghetto of Russia, they brought with them a feeling 
of social protest. It was vague, undefined, and 
had no conscious purpose. But it was a sensitivity 
that responded quickly to a social justice ap- 
peal. For years, the best friends of the Jewish 
workers complained bitterly that though those 
workers were excellent strikers they were poor 
union men. They struck long and hard and suf- 
fered much, but did not stick long to the organiza- 
tion. Striking called for a sense of justice, which 
they had; lasting union-membership required a 
quality of social discipline, which they still lacked. 
They had brought from their old home intense 
loyalty to the religious organization. They had 
not yet extended it to other associations. 
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Immediately upon their arrival in America, 
those immigrants, as a rule, joined existing religi- 
ous congregations or founded new ones of their 
own landsleute, and clung to them. The religi- 
ous society was the first one to unite and give 
comfort to the bewildered Jewish immigrants. 
The synagogue was much more than a place of 
worship for the newcomer. It gave him spiritual 
comfort beyond his religious needs, and, fre- 
quently also material aid, such as sick and death 
benefits. It was his first mutual insurance organi- 
zation. At the religious services the worshippers 
would also discuss among themselves their eco- 
nomic problems. Thus, the religious organization 
was, in a sense, the immigrants’ preparatory 
school for the trade union. We do not, and per- 
haps cannot, appreciate now the great spiritual 
and social service rendered by the immigrants’ 
religious organizations. They were the best proof 
that the immigrants were capable of membership 
loyalty. But trade unionism was to them an 
entirely new experience. Time and training were 
necessary. A hostile outside world and the bitter 
struggle for the daily bread militated against it. 
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It took decades for these sweatshop workers to 
teach themselves how to organize and maintain 
trade unions. By their unaided efforts they con- 
quered their worst enemy, ignorance. It took a 
generation to do it. 

By 1910 there was conclusive proof that this 
had been accomplished. In that year the ladies’ 
garment workers in New York carried out a great 
strike, and inaugurated collective bargaining into 
their sweated industry. Between 1910 and 1913 
a series of similar strikes took place in the men’s 
clothing industry in various centers; particularly 
in Chicago (1910) and in New York (1913). 
Those strikes led up to the present system of col- 
lective bargaining. The new environment, with 
rigid self-training, has produced a very high sense 
of organization loyalty and discipline. That ex- 
plains the success of the garment maker unions 
in the past quarter century. 

In the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, as in 
other needle trade unions, the Jewish workers 
cooperate wholeheartedly with workers from 
many other nationalities. Local 25 deserves 
congratulations. 


Britain Challenged 


HE ASSASSINATION ON SEPTEMBER 
26th of District Commissioner Andrews at 
Nazareth once more raises the question of law 
and order in Palestine. This murder by a band 
of terrorists was the first to be perpetrated against 
a high British official since the occupation of Pal- 
estine by Great Britain. It stands to reason that 
the Arab terrorists decided to put him out of the 
way not merely because he was a strict adminis- 
trator, who took his duty and his oath of office 
seriously. In a certain sense Andrews was also 
a political figure; he belonged to the innermost 
circle in the Administration, and was instrumental 
in the investigations and deliberations of the Royal 
Commission. Through the assassination of An- 
drews, the Arab terrorists, therefore, succeeded 
in eliminating not only an official, but an influential 
Britisher who had a definite political orientation 
with regard to the complex net-work of Palestinian 
problems. 

The manifestations of terrorism in the past few 
weeks, consisting of a series of new outrages and 
attacks on individual Jews, the murder of several 
Arabs who failed to agree with the terrorist 
“general line,” and the demonstrative political 
murder in Nazareth, all these are, naturally, not 
isolated or chance occurrences. They are part of 
a system, a direct sequel to the events of 1936 
and an indication of a possible renewal of events 
of the same character. British political acumen 
is, therefore, challenged to oppose with force the 
rebellious elements in Palestine, and for that 





matter, in the whole Near East. For, no matter 
what ultimate solution London may be seeking for 
the Palestinian problem, and no matter what 
panacea will be devised, it becomes clearer from 
day to day that Britain cannot remain a decisive 
factor in Palestine without a minimum demonstra- 
tion of force and without a certain determination 
to employ that force. Whether the Mandate be 
continued in its old form, whether it be modified 
in one or another direction, or whether the coun- 
try be partitioned and new Jewish and Arab States 
be established — whatever course England will 
finally decide to pursue, it will have no easy task 
of it. 


The average Englishman interested in imperial 
and international problems was inclined in recent 
months to support the government in its new 
orientation on Palestine. Jews and Arabs can- 
not get along together, they reason; very well, 
then they must be separated; assign a strip of 
land to one and a strip of land to the other, and 
let there be peace. It was only because of this 
prospect of peace in Palestine and the hope that 
the surgical operation will cure both organisms— 
the Jewish and the Arab—that the idea of par- , 
tition gained such popularity in England and else- 
where. This hope perhaps, would be justified 
were England an arbiter to whom Jews and 
Arabs had come with their difficulties. The Jews 
argue, according to that old Talmudic example 
with the shawl: “It all belongs to me—the whole 
land is mine”, and the Arabs likewise argue: “It 
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all belongs to me, the whole land is mine and no 
one else can lay claim to it.” And then England 
issues her verdict in accordance with the trite for- 
mula of 99 such cases out of 100: “You are both 
right and you are both wrong, and objective jus- 
tice demands that you divide the land among you 
equally or as nearly equally as possible.” It is a 
comparatively simple matter, almost a routine, 
when two parties appeal to a third and are ready 
to carry out the terms of his arbitration. In this 
case, however, there was no arbitration and Eng- 
land must face the question quite openly: how 
can she force the two parties to carry out her ver- 
dict and is she ready to bear the inevitable con- 
sequences ? 

As regards the Jewish factor, and we may as 
well be frank about it, England will experience 
no great difficulties. London is well aware that 
the overwhelming majority of Jews, including the 
greatest number of those with whom England 
must reckon, are ready to accept and abide by the 
partition plan. The sense of the resolution of 
the Zionist Congress is clear, as is that of the 
Jewish Agency. The Jewish factor is ready to 
accept part instead of the whole. Those who 
enjoy stylistic exercises and textual criticism, can 
read whatever they desire into the Congress reso- 
lution; from the standpoint of strict interpreta- 
tion of the text they will certainly be justified in 
their contention that the Congress did not approve 
the partition plan. However, the psychological 
and political definition of the resolution is clear: 
the majority is in favor of the partition plan, some 
with exaggerated enthusiasm, others with a feel- 
ing of resignation. They are for the resolution 
nevertheless. London knows that there will be 
no obstacles from the Jewish factor, and that 
among Zionists there is no appreciable group 
prepared to impede the realization of the parti- 
tion plan. 

Nor can we say that England has encountered 
grave international objections. The Mandates 
Commission of the League of Nations has not 
yet approved the partition plan formally but it 
has indicated quite clearly that the plan seems 
plausible and that it is only awaiting further de- 
tails. The council of the League of Nations 
adopted a similar stand a few days later. The 
deliberations and decisions of the League As- 
sembly were in the same spirit and thus indicated 
the attitude of the representatives of the Euro- 
pean nations. (Ireland alone expressed herself 
more or less negatively; the Soviet representative 
maintained a conspicuous silence). It appears 
that the European powers represented in the 
League of Nations will not hinder England in the 
execution of the partition plan. Her “fellow- 


arbiters,” if they may be called that, will, in all 
probability, be ready to cooperate with England 
in the carrying out of her verdict. 
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Opposition to the plan comes mainly from the 
Arab camp, and it may gain in intensity. British 
diplomacy has to this day not been able to form a 
more or less influential Arab group that has the 
courage to make an open declaration of readiness 
to accept the partition plan in principle. As yet, 
no Arab elements have identified themselves with 
the Emir Abdullah, although he himself is ready 
to agree to the plan simply because he has no- 
thing to lose and very ‘much to gain thereby. 
Regardless of the ambitions of its ringleaders, the 
Nashashibi party in Palestine has not yet acquired 
the courage to favor the plan openly, and it is 
questionable whether it will do so. On the other 
hand the Pan-Arabic Congress held in Syria a 
few weeks ago, repeated the contention that the 
whole of Palestine belongs to the Arab. The 
Congress declared plainly that England is not 
the only great power on the political horizon, and 
threatened that if the Arabs will be deprived of 
even a part of “Southern Syria” (the Arab name 
for Palestine) they will know with what Euro- 
pean and anti-British power to ally themselves. 
London is well aware of the address of that 
“anonymous” great power, which was indirectly 
represented at the Pan-Arabic Congress, by an 
Arab politician who in the past few years has 
learned to speak Italian as freely as Arabic. The 
fear of serious political complications in the Arab 
world outside of Palestine, to which England’s 
representatives referred before the organs of the 
League, undoubtedly had its repercussions in 
Geneva. If the partition plan can eliminate the 
danger of those complications, then why not en- 
dorse it? The Arab patient, however, does not 
want to be “operated on.”” The danger of dis- 
turbance in Palestine and its political concommit- 
ants in the Arab world outside of Palestine, have 
thus far not been diminished by the partition plan. 
The representatives of the Arab or Arabic speak- 
ing countries, such as Iraq and Egypt, made that 
clear before the League Assembly. There were 
heard the same opposition, the same threats (or 
as they call them—“prognosis,” ‘prophecies’ ) 
expressed in more diplomatic terminology than 
at the Pan-Arab Congress in Syria. In his anal- 
ysis before the League, the British Colonial Min- 
ister pointed out the serious complications that 
may arise not only in Arab, but also in Moslem 
countries, unless the surgical operation in Pales- 
tine be made. However, the speech of the rep- 
resentative of Iran, a country that has nothing in 
common with Pan-Arabism, indicated that the 
Moslem world, with which London naturally 
reckons so much, is not willing to make peace with 
the partition plan. England has every reason to 
consider the Moslem millions of India as one of 
the most important factors in her imperialist pol- 
icy, and when London gives heed to possible diff- 
culties in the Moslem world, India necessarily 
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takes first place in her calculations. But even in 
India, the partition plan has not evoked any en- 
thusiasm nor for that matter, partial agreement. 
The Moslem Conference held in Calcutta on 
September 27th, adopted a resolution voicing 
sharp opposition to the partition plan ‘‘from a 
general Moslem standpoint.” Proposals were 
also made anew at that Conference for an Indian 
delegation to rouse the Moslem countries against 
the ‘‘danger of dividing a Moslem land.” 

Our object in recording these facts is simply 
to emphasize the thought, made clearer from day 
to day, that although England’s primary motive 
for the partition plan may be her desire to achieve 
pacification and some political stability in Pales- 
tine and in the East in general, the plan, neverthe- 
less, is loaded with no fewer dangers than 
her old position and the old _ obligations 
under the Mandate. Partition or no parti- 
tion, there is no easy way out of the extremely 
dificult situation that has been created in Pales- 
tine in the past two years, and which England 
herself has helped to create by her vacillating 
policy. If England is in earnest about the pro- 
posed partition and the establishment of a Jewish 
State, even in a limited area of Palestine, she 
must be prepared for considerable difficulties 
which she will encounter both in the Arab and the 
Moslem world, and it is impossible to foretell 
today whether these difficulties will be greater or 
smaller than would be the case were England to 
abandon the partition plan at the outset. The 
alliances of forces in the Orient remains practic- 
ally the same, and the danger of complications in 
Europe, in the Mediterranean, with Italy, also 
remains the same. 

Formally speaking, England has another way 
out. She can, if she so desires, renounce the par- 
tition plan and declare, say a year hence, that the 
plan is as “unworkable” as the former Mandate. 
She can try to secure her interests in Palestine 


-and in the Orient in general, wholly at our expense 


—by reducing her obligations to the Jewish Na- 
tional Home to such a minimum that they will 
seem to vanish altogether (the well-known “al- 
ternatives” of the Royal Commission). In that 
case, however, Britain’s whole status in Palestine 
becomes open to question. Take away the Zionist 
factor and no justification remains for any kind 
of British Mandate in Palestine. Irrespective of 
modifications that may be attempted, there will re- 
main not an iota of international justification for 
a continuance of British hegemony in Palestine. 
The Palestinian Mandate belongs to the category 
of “A-Mandates”, that is to say, the Mandates 
for only temporary political trusteeship. Elimin- 
ate the Zionist factor in Palestine and one may 
well ask: by what right is England there? The 
native population is today no less ripe for self- 
government than the Arabs in Iraq, in Syria, in 
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Lebanon, in Trans-Jordan or in Hejas. On what 
grounds does England want to be the ruler in 
Aqaba, at the Red Sea, in Jerusalem, in Naza- 
reth, in Bethlehem? By what right does she 
arrogate to herself jurisdiction over the holy 
places? Was that the original intention of the 
Mandate? If the holy places sacred to Christians 
cannot be trusted to the Moslem state, why then 
should Moslems agree to trust their holy places to 
the jurisdiction of a Christian state? Why such 
lack of confidence in Islam? And if a Christian 
state, then why a Protestant Christian State? 
Why not a Catholic, the Catholic State, why not 
Italy? The elimination of the Jewish factor in 
Palestine will not alleviate the British political 
position there. On the contrary, it will become 
all the more complicated locally and internation- 
ally, because it will then appear simply as a bald 
imperialist occupation which cannot be justified 
on the grounds that England is discharging an in- 
ternational and humanitarian duty in the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish National Home. 

British difficulties in Palestine are much greater 
than appear on the surface. Partition or no par- 
tition, whichever course England will take will 
be fraught with dangers and difficulties which 
cannot be sufficiently estimated today. And if she 
decides to partition the country and help establish 
the Jewish State in a part of Western Palestine, 


‘then it must be clear to her, to us, and to the 


international powers concerned that for a period 
of years to come, England must be prepared not 
only to conciliate Arabs and Moslems, but also 
actively to break their resistance. She must show 
determination and exercise force. The removal 
of the Mufti and the outlawing of the Arab High 
Committee would seem to indicate that England 
has at last determined to act with the decision 
which has been so notably lacking in her policies 
of the last few years. Whether the display of 
firmness indicates a new policy or is merely a show 
of force which will vanish when the immediate 
object of punishing the murderers of a British of- 
ficial has been attained, remains to be seen. 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


_.. As | See the Jewish State 


HE PROPHECY of Theodore Herzl, 
founder of Zionism, is nearing realization. 
Forty years ago, immediately after the close of 
the First Zionist Congress in Basle, Herzl wrote 
in his diary: 

“Today I have founded the Jewish State. 
Were I to declare it openly now, I would be 
laughed at. But fifty years from now this will 
gain everyone’s recognition.” 

That was in 1897. Forty, and not fifty years 
have passed, and the just concluded 20th Zionist 
Congress has deliberated over a proposal of the 
British Government to establish a Jewish State in 
Palestine. After two thousand years of disper- 
sion the Jewish people has been placed before the 
immediate possibility of erecting an independent 
Jewish State in Palestine. 

And now, following the decision of the Con- 
gress, the Zionist Executive will negotiate with the 


British Government about the actual details of the 


proposed Jewish State, about its size, boundaries 
and the extent of its authority. When the de- 
tailed plan of the British Government is ready, a 
special Congress will be convened, perhaps in the 
early summer of 1938, to reach a final decision; if 
the decision is favorable, the Jewish State will be 
set up. 

There are four principal conditions which the 
Jews will demand from the British Government 
during the forthcoming negotiations: 1) A suffic- 
iently large area suitable for Jewish mass-immi- 
gration and increased colonization in the cities and 
villages. 2) Borders which will ensure the poli- 
tical, strategic and economic freedom of the Jew- 
ish state. 3) Real and absolute independence for 
the Jewish state. 4) The inclusion of the newly- 
built Jewish section of Jerusalem. 

This will be a state not only for those Jews who 
are already in Palestine, but for the Jewish people 
as a whole, for every Jew who is forced to, or 
wishes, to leave his present place of residence and 
settle in Palestine. The Jewish State will differ 
basically from all other states in this important 
respect: it will not merely devote itself to the care 
of the citizens it already harbors, but its main con- 
cern will be how to make room for mass-immigra- 
tion and mass-colonization. Within a brief period 
of time the state will take in hundreds of thou- 
sands of Jewish immigrants. It will be a state for 
Jewish immigration: The absorption of as many 
Jews as possible in the shortest possible time will 
be its main objective. 

This will place three heavy duties on the Jewish 
State: 





® by David Ben-Gurion 


1. In order to make room for as many Jews as 
possible, the state will have to undertake great 
construction projects. Not one bit of land will re- 
main waste, unused. All the country’s water re- 
sources will be utilized in the most rational man- 
ner in order to facilitate intensive agricultural 
undertakings. The Jewish state will contain two 
or three million dunam of irrigable land, only a 
small portion of which is now in use. Jewish col- 
onization will prove that 20 dunam land with 
modern methods and artificial irrigation can yield 
more than 200 dunam primitively cultivated. In 
the Jewish state all swamps will be drained with 
government aid, all mountains will be afforested, 
all sand-dunes will be made cultivable. Our past 
work in Palestine has shown that all this is 
feasible. 

By means of legislation, trade pacts and a defin- 
ite tariff policy, the Jewish state will energetically 
and systematically further the growth of Jewish 
industry. Its favorable geographic location on 
the Mediterranean where three continents meet 
will turn Jewish Palestine into the most enter- 
prising work-shop of the Near East. 

The control of over three quarters of Pales- 
tine’s Mediterranean coast and free access to the 
Indian Ocean by the Red Sea (and Akaba) will 
enable the establishment of a great Jewish mer- 
chant marine and will turn thousands of Jews into 
sailors and port-workers. A beginning has al- 
ready been made under unfavorable conditions, 
without government assistance. The Jewish state 
together with the Zionist movement will utilize all 
its ability and financial resources to build up a 
great Jewish maritime force; Jewish ships manned 
by Jewish sailors will sail under a Jewish flag from 
Palestine’s ports—Haifa and Tel Aviv—and will 
bind the young state with all the centers of Jewish 
life. Hand in hand with the merchant fleet the air 
fleet of the Jewish state will serve as a bridge be- 
tween Jews in Palestine and Jews in the rest of the 
world. 

Intensive agriculture, modern industry, and 
maritime enterprises, will be the three economic 
pillars upon which the ever-increasing absorptive 
capacity of the Jewish state will be built. 

2. The second goal of the Jewish state will be 
the establishment of peaceful, friendly relations 
with its neighbors. Where the small Yishuv un- 
der foreign rule has failed—the Jewish state will 
succeed. The British regime has never been 
greatly interested in Arab-Jewish amity, and many 
Arabs have even believed (whether rightly or 
wrongly is beside the point), that England has not 
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been unduly disturbed by the Jewish-Arab conflict. 
As soon as the Jews assume responsibility for their 
own fate, they will continue their efforts to gain 
the confidence and friendship of the Arabs. This 
will be achieved chiefly through their just and fair 
treatment of the Arab minority in the Jewish state. 
The Jews will set an example for the world in this 
respect. The Jewish state will not only guarantee 
the Arabs civil equality—for granting a minority 
all civil rights is not sufficient—but will make 
every effort to raise the standard of living of the 
Arab fellah and worker, give Arab children a 
modern education and set up in the Arab villages 
sanitary conditions similar to those in the Jewish 
colonies. In short, the state will raise the Arab 
masses to the economic and cultural level of the 
Jewish worker and farmer. Arabs in the Jewish 
state will enjoy better living conditions than their 
neighbors in the adjoining Arab states, while being 
equally free and independent. A consistent policy 
of giving the Arab minority full freedom and aid- 
ing it in its development will mark the first step in 
the direction of a Jewish-Arab understanding. 
The assistance which a modern, highly developed 
Jewish state will be in a position to render its Arab 
neighbors, such as Syria and Iraq, will constitute 
the second step in Arab-Jewish conciliation. 

The friendship of the Arabs toward the Jews 
will be directly proportional to Jewish strength 
and Jewish usefulness to the Arabs. The Arabs 
will never establish a peaceful relationship with a 
weak Jewish state, but it will be in their interest to 
do so once the Jewish state is well-organized and 
well-developed and once it is in a position to be 
both firm and just. It is not impossible that the 
land which is now being divided by England, 
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should at some future date be reunited as a Jew- 
ish-Arab federation. 

3. Hand in hand with its efforts towards Arab- 
Jewish amity, the Jewish state will undertake to 
care for order and safety. What the British ad- 
ministration has failed to provide for the Jews, 
the Jewish state will itself supply. 

The Jewish state will not be militaristic. Its 
children will receive a workers’ education, for up- 
on its masses will depend the future of the entire 
Jewish people. The Jewish youth will devote it- 
self to agriculture, sea-faring, aviation, technol- 
ogy, the sciences and the arts. But at the same 
time every young citizen, male or female, will be 
trained for organized self-defence and taught the 
use of modern weapons. A well-equipped citi- 
zen’s militia and an honest, well-trained police- 
force will ensure peace and order in the country. 
No incitement against any race, whether Jewish or 
Arab, will be tolerated, and hooligans‘ and crim- 
inals, whatever be their nationality, will be firmly 
and energetically punished. 

To make Jewish mass-immigration possible, to 
establish friendly relations with the Arabs, and to 
enforce law and order, are the three main ob- 
jectives of the Jewish state. These tasks will not 
be easily realized. ‘Tremendous difficulties and 
even grave dangers lie ahead of us. But the re- 
markable powers of resistance displayed by the 
Jews in the two thousand years of their diaspora, 
and the miraculous creative force which the Jews 
have shown in Palestine during the last thirty or 
forty years, should set our minds at ease. An in- 
dependent Jewish state in Palestine, supported by 
the entire Jewish people, will attain great results 
despite all obstacles. 


Inventory for the Future 


NCERTAINTY ABOUT the fate of Pales- 


tine remains even after the publication of 
the Report. It is not yet clear in what form the 
plan of partition will be carried out, or what other 
solutions may eventually replace it. Nevertheless, 
the focal point of interest today is whether the 
kind of Jewish state proposed by the Royal Com- 
mission can exist, and what possibilities of devel- 
opment it has. 

In the circles where this question has taken on 
real importance, there is as yet very little clarity 
about the economic consequences of partitioning 
the country. Opinions, based for the most part on 
emotion, differ radically, and range between two 
extremes of an unequivocal condemnation on the 
one hand, and a rather optimistic estimate of the 
possibilities of economic development on the 
other. 


® by Alfred Michaelis 


Characteristic of the pessimistic side is the for- 
mulation which someone who knows Palestinian 
economy well posed to me; it has a kernel of truth 
which must be taken seriously. The argument 
runs as follows: The Jewish state is to have an 
area of some 5,000 to 6,000 kilometres. Highly 
industrialised Belgium has a population of about 
265 persons per sq. km.; highly industrialised 
England, with the gigantic economic background 
of a whole empire has 190 per sq. km.; equally 
highly industrialised Germany is overpopulated 
with 140 people per sq. km.; the same is even 
more true of less highly industrialised Italy with 
about 130 people per sq. km.; Switzerland which 
is also highly industrialised has, as a result of the 
mountainous character of large sections of the 
country, a population of a scanty 100 people per 
square km. Let us assume that the Jewish state, 
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although it cannot be industrialised to the same 
extent as Germany, can support the same density 
of population, that is, that it can support 750,000 
people. At the present time the territory of the 
projected Jewish state already has some 600,000 
people living on it, of which some 250,000 are 
Arabs. 

Others judge the capacity of the Jewish state to 
be two or three hundred per square kilometre, that 
is a total of one and a quarter to one and a half 
million inhabitants. If even a partial emigration 
of Arabs takes place, then almost a million more 
Jews could be settled. The writer inclines to this 
opinion insofar as it is a question of estimating the 
potential development. On what prerequisities 
and conditions are the possibilities of such devel- 
opment dependent? 


THE AGRARIAN BASIS 
4 See WRITER is of the opinion that an agrar- 


ian basis for Jewish economy within the lim- 
its of an independent Jewish state will be even 
more essential than heretofore. As long as the 
Jewish and Arab economies of Palestine are 
united within the framework of a single state the 


Jewish economic sector will be complemented by 


the Arab since the two form a unit before the 
outer world—that is ,in relation to the balance of 
trade and payment. When the Jewish economic 
sector drew food supplies from the Arab sector 
the balance of trade and payment of the country 
was not burdened. But if in the future the Jewish 
economy must cover-a deficit of food supplies 
from outside the boundaries of its own state, this 
means an immediate burdening of the balance of 
trade and payments. Jewish economy, since it will 
always be dependent to a relatively large extent on 
the import of raw materials and certain categories 
of industrial products, and since the possibilities of 
exporting, even if increased, are limited, will not 
be in a position to pay for a considerable import of 
foodstuffs along with the import of raw materials 
and manufactured goods. The writer is no advo- 
cate of autarchic theories and the economy of the 
little Jewish state cannot and will not be autarchic. 
But concrete economic conditions make it neces- 
sary for the Jewish state to meet the entire de- 
mand for foodstuffs from its own supplies. Its 
capacity to support a population is therefore de- 
termined by its capacity for agricultural produc- 
tion. The more intensively this can be developed, 
the more is the economic basis for an increase in 
population widened, and together with it, the mar- 
ket for industrial products (which means the pos- 
sibility of developing industry). The possibilities 
of industrial development also rest, in the last 
analysis, on this basis, for the economy of the pro- 
jected Jewish state cannot offer an economic base 
for any considerable time to an industrial popula- 
tion whose supply of foodstuffs must be imported. 
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No state can depend on the import of raw mater- 
ials, of industrial goods, and of a large part of its 
food as well, unless it can balance this threefold 
import by corresponding exports or by a surplus of 
income from foreign investment. And a balance 
would be possible for the economy of the Jewish 
state only temporarily during the construction per- 
iod through re-export of immigrant capital, as 
during the past years of prosperity, when the cap- 
ital imported overcompensated the deficit in the 
balance of trade. But one cannot count upon such 
a possibility permanently. It is not a question only 
of the balance of trade. In internal economy 
there must also arise a deficit in income and pur- 
chasing power if the Jewish economy consumes on 
the whole more than it produces. The difficulties in 
the income of present day Jewish economy in Pal- 
estine rest fundamentally on just this, that the ex- 
pended purchase power, derived from immigrant 
capital and the income from internal work and in- 
terest, flows to a great extent not toward native 
producers, but rather toward foreign contractors 
and is withdrawn from the economic circle of the 
country. 

At the debates in the English Parliament a sup- 
porter of the plan pointed out that the Jewish gen- 
ius will accomplish great things even in a small 
country. The task of accomplishing great things 
in a small land must take the form primarily of de- 
veloping, in a sub-tropical country, an agriculture 
based on general irrigation and intensive cultiva- 
tion, whose productivity, increased by irrigation, 
will compensate for the scantiness of territory and 
make possible the support of a dense population. 

The accomplishment of this goal depends on 
adequate possibilities of irrigation, on the condi- 
tion of the soil, especially in Galilee and on the 
coastal plain, on the results of organization in the 
agrarian-political field, and last but not least, on 
the available capital. 

The possibilities of irrigation and the condition 
of the soil of the projected Jewish state are yet not 
clearly defined. The most important task of the 
transition period would be a thorough survey of 
water and soil which would be the basis of a broad 
program of settlément. One can assume however 
that the territory of the projected Jewish state, 
making use of all sources of water, can for the 
most part be irrigated and cultivated, but of 
course not without the expenditure of much cap- 
ital. Galilee is the part of Palestine richest in 
rainfall and has an average yearly fall of as much 
as 900 mm. The coastal plain is also rich in rain, 
and most important: rich in surface water. 
Springs are available in the upper reaches of the 
Jarkon River, and the seas of Tiberias and Huleh. 
By using all these springs in an intelligent com- 
bined system of fountain, dam, and canal irriga- 
tion, it ought to be possible to irrigate artificially 
some three million dunam of agricultural soil out 
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of the five or six million dunam of territory in the 
projected Jewish state. 

If this assumption is proved to be correct, a 
population of about one and a half million (which 
presumes that the Arab population will be reset- 
tled) could be supported on this irrigated area of 
three million dunam. 

The basis of agricultural production, and the 
product that takes up the greatest area, is grain, 
which has been very much neglected in developing 
Jewish agriculture because insufficient territory 
was available and there was an effective demand 
for the products of an intensive mixed agriculture. 
Neglect of the cultivation of wheat with the ex- 
pectation of supplying the deficiency from the sur- 
rounding Arab or other countries is no longer pos- 
sible under the new conditions because: 

1. The average consumption of wheat per 
capita of population in Palestine is about 170 kg.; 
Jewish consumption might be estimated at 200 kg. 
If a population of a million and a half lived in the 
Jewish state that would mean a consumption of 
some 300,000 tons of wheat which, depending on 
international prices, have a value of three to four 
million pounds. So high a deficit for wheat alone 
could not be borne for any length of time by the 
balance of trade and payment. (The problem of 
trade politics will presently be discussed in more 
detail.) 

2. If Jewish agriculture in general is to cover 
a large area and to cultivate a surface of the size 
described above then the neglect of wheat would 
on the other hand lead to so great an overproduc- 
tion of the products of intensive cultivation that 
the entire agricultural economy would break down 
in the crisis that developed. - 


One can count on Jewish agriculture reaching 
on irrigated soil at least the highest European pro- 
duction of 250 kg. per dunam so that the wheat 
supply of 300,000 tons calculated above can be 
produced on an area of a million to a million and a 
quarter dunam, which amounts to about a third of 
the total cultivated area. 

The second great deficit in agricultural produc- 
tion is cattle. The import of meat cattle, butter, 
and other milk products amounted last year to 
some 700,000 pounds which fell mostly to the ac- 
count of Jewish consumption. The part consumed 
by the non-Jewish population can be balanced ap- 
proximately by the meat cattle sold by the Arabs 
to the Jews. The present consumption of milk by 
Jews corresponds approximately to the production 
of some 10,000 blooded cows of Jewish agricul- 
ture (about thirty million liters), to which is 
added the milk content of the imported butter, 
cheese, and condensed milk (more than seventy 
million liters), which means that it amounts to 
some hundred million liters and would be almost 
quadrupled by a Jewish population of a million 
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and a half to 400 millions. To produce four hun- 
dred million liters of milk with an average yearly 
production of 3,000 liters per cow some 130,000 
cows are necessary. Besides this, during 1936 
some 33,000 meat cattle (worth 330,000 pounds) 
were imported primarily for the Jewish market to 
which Arab deliveries were added. We must 
count on a total yearly demand for more than 
150,000 head of meat ‘cattle (import value about 
one and a half million pounds) on the part of a 
Jewish population of a million and a half. To 
supply at least the larger part of the demand for 
milk, milk products, and meat cattle by a Jewish 
population of one and a half million an irrigated 
area for pasturage of about two to three thousand 
dunam would be necessary. 


The area needed for the cultivation of the nec- 
essary amounts of vegetables, fruits, and other 
plant and animal products will not be calculated 
here in detail, but it is a matter (including the area 
for cultivation of citrus fruits) of a total of only 
about a half of a million dunam. 


If one starts from the fact that within the terri- 
tory of the projected Jewish state an irrigated 
area of fully three million dunam can be made us- 
able, there still remains an area of almost a mil- 
lion dunam on which foodstuffs would have to be 
cultivated whose importation would represent a 
considerable burden on the balance of trade or 
such products for which possibilities of export 
exist or can be developed. This is a matter, 
alongside the cultivation of potatoes, principally 
of the cultivation of sugar beets. Also the pos- 
sibility of cultivating cotton on a small scale and 
chiefly to meet the native demand must be tested. 
Sufficient cultivation of potatoes will replace in 
large measure the present large import of pota- 
toes and of rice. The import of sugar already 
amounts to some 200,000 pounds and this sum can 
be diverted, as is happening in all the countries of 
the Near East now, to native producers by using a 
relatively limited area for the cultivation of sugar 
beets, through which in addition an important in- 
dustry is created and the fodder supply for cattle 
raising (beet tops and by-products) is enriched. 
As far as the cultivation of cotton is concerned, 
this—without regard to Egypt—is making con- 
stant progress in the neighboring countries (Iraq, 
Syria, Iran, Turkey, Greece) and is developing to 
an ever more successful branch of agricultural 
production which in most of these countries is al- 
ready making export possible. Through the cul- 
tivation of cotton the Jewish state could give its 
textile industry its own basis of raw materials and 
export would also be possible on a limited scale. 
Besides, oil could be produced as a by-product of 
the cultivation of cotton, which is of great import- 
ance when we consider the very serious deficit in 
vegetable oil. This deficit will have to expand far 
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beyond its present proportions for the Jewish pop- 
ulation because at present the production of vege- 
table oil (sesame and olive) is almost entirely in 
the hands of Arabs. Cottonseed oil is primarily a 
food oil and is valuable also in the margarine and 
soap industries. Besides the by-products are a 
valuable fodder and fertilizer. The stalks of the 
cotton plant are also suitable raw material for the 
manufacture of paper. 


We are attaching a survey of the imports of ag- 
ricultural products (exclusive of cotton which is 
included in the import of textiles) which are neces- 
sary in Palestine today and which illuminates the 
present deficits in production which will have to be 
supplied in whole or at least in very great part, ex- 
cept for the tropical products (coffee, tea, cocoa), 
by the agriculture of the projected Jewish state. 


1935 1936 
In £P 
Grain and flour 489,037 827,643 
Legumes, fodder, green crops 99,099 118,863 
Meat cattle, meat products, fish 920,371 1,017,667 
Milk products, eggs 484,520 552,304 
Fruit 340,901 379,920 
Oil plants, vegetable oil, fats 376,291 334,754 
Rice 193,204 162,369 
Sugar 206,829 195,155 
Coffee, tea, cocoa 130,179 114,469 
Other foods and drinks 556,078 461,707 
Tobacco 109,879 99,601 ~ 
Living cattle 94,471 103,129 
Agricultural products 4,000,859 4,367,581 
Wood 998,475 541,255 
Agricultural and wood products 4,999,334 4,908,836 


These deficits in production refer in general to 
the needs of half a million people and would be 
considerably higher without the contribution of 
Arab agriculture to the Jewish market. It may 
seem doubtful whether filling all these gaps in pro- 
duction and increasing the whole volume of pro- 
duction to meet the demands of a threefold popu- 
lation on so small an area is even theoretically pos- 
sible to say nothing of being possible in practice. 
Even if the prerequisites regarding irrigation and 
soil to which we referred in the beginning are 
granted and capital were available, this is still 
chiefly a question of the possibility of coordinating 
such varied types of production on so small an 
area; and of production costs, which would have to 
be kept on a level that was profitable for the eco- 
nomy as a whole. Whether the goal described 
here is attainable, unattainable, or attainable in 
part, the capacity to assimilate population of the 
projected Jewish state is dependent on its agricul- 
tural capacity to produce. 


_ The necessity of producing essentially, autar- 
chically, those raw materials which agriculture can 
produce is so much the more pressing for the Jew- 
ish state since it is entirely lacking in all mineral 
raw materials. Palestine is in general a country 
not very rich in raw materials even though it is not 
so poor in them as is generally believed. How- 
ever all the known raw materials fall without ex- 
ception within the confines of the proposed Arab 
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state. The Blue Book issued by the Palestinian 
government notes the following supplies of min- 
eral raw materials (supplemented by the political 
territory to which they belong according to the 


boundaries proposed by the Royal Commission) : 

. (Arab State) 
Potash, bromine, magnesium chloride (unlimited quantity) Dead Sea 
Potash, bromine, magnesium chloride (unlimited quantity Dead Sea 
Petroleum (amount unknown) Dschebel Usdum 
Petroleum (large supply determined) Gaza 
Bitumen (known supply limited) Dschebel Usdum 


Bituminous limestone (10 sq. km.) Nebi Musa 
Bituminous limestone (quantity unknown) Yarmuk 
Phosphate (100 sq. km.) Nebi Musa 
Gypsum (in great abundance) Dschebel Usdum 
Gypsum (quantity unknown) Menahemia 
Salt (in unlimited abundance) Dschebel Usdum 
Sulphur (1 sq. km.) Gaza 
Manganese (large uncalculated supplies) Akaba 
Copper (details unknown) Akaba 


The Rutenberg Power Works on the Jordan 
are also in Arab territory. - The area of citrus cul- 
tivation, something more than 300,000 dunam 
lies, on the other hand, almost entirely in Jewish 
territory. 


POSSIBILITIES OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 


UT OF THE close relationship between the 
capacity of agricultural production and the 
capacity to absorb population derives also the de- 
pendence of the possibilities of industrial develop- 
ment on the possibilities of agricultural develop- 
ment. If the area devoted to the production of 
foodstuffs will be sufficient for one and a half mil- 
lion people of which about a third (100,000 fami- 
lies of four or five persons each) will be active in 
agriculture, then we can count in round numbers 
on another third of the population finding occu- 
pation in industry while the remaining third will be 
divided among the other callings (trade, profes- 
sions, transport, officials, police and army, domes- 
tic service, etc.). The chief goal of the industrial 
policy of the Jewish state will be to establish in the 
country all those industrial products for which 
there is a rational possibility of production and the 
market possibilities of which are higher than the 
technical minimum of production. The tariff 
would have to be adapted to this goal and it will 
have to be seen that industrial prices are not 
screwed up to a height above other producing 
levels in order to avoid too great a burden of pur- 
chase power and high prices. Tariffs have first of 
all the task of protecting the market and prevent- 
ing dumping. 

In the industrial field the Jewish state will re- 
main dependent to a relatively large degree on im- 
ports. But the share of internal industry in sup- 
plying the demand for industrial products can be 
raised above the present level, especially if the 
volume of demand rises sharply, and so a sufh- 
ciently large market develops for a number of pro- 
ducts whose present market possibilities are still 
below the profitable minimum of production. 
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The internal value of the entire present Pales- 
tinian demand for industrial products amounts ap- 
proximately to from fifteen to twenty million £P 
of which a share of about forty per cent falls to 
Palestinian (Jewish and Arab) industry. In this 
connection we must however take into considera- 
tion that in the gross value of the production of 
Palestinian industry are contained in great meas- 
ure imported raw materials and semi-manufac- 
tured products, so that the real share of produc- 
tion of Palestinian industry (the net value of pro- 
duction) is scarcely more than some twenty per 
cent. 

The demand of a Jewish population of a mil- 
lion and a half people in the projected Jewish state 
must rise sharply, approximately to twice or three 
times the present total Palestinian demand for in- 
dustrial products. If one estimates, therefore, the 
demand for industrial products in round numbers 
at some forty million £P and assumes that the 
gross value of Jewish production will rise from 
the present forty to about seventy per cent, then it 
will rise from the present approximately eight mil- 
lion£P to about 30 million £P, which means a 
three to fourfold increase. Naturally in dealing 
with such an estimate it can be a question only of a 
rough guess indicating the approximate size 
of the possibilities of development. The 
figures which have been given and which are not 
immoderately high could be surpassed—especially 
if there is success in developing the export of in- 
dustrial products in large measure. 


THE PROBLEM OF THE BALANCE 
OF TRADE AND PAYMENT 


One of the central economic-political tasks of 
the Jewish state is to reach during a definite period 
of development a balance of trade perhaps which 
must not be entirely equalized, but the deficit of 
which must be greatly reduced in comparison to 
the present situation and which must be brought to 
a figure that is bearable. This problem is seen in 
all its importance in the figures since 1933, the 
year in which the great stream of immigration of 
capital and people began. From 1933 to 1936 
the following deficit in the balance of trade was 
run up: 


1933 to 1936 
58.1 million £P 
15.2 million £P 


Deficit in the balance of trade 42.9 million £P 

In 1937 there will again be a deficit of some 10 
million £P added so that for the five years 1933- 
1937 there will be a total deficit in the balance of 
trade more than 50 million £P. It is self evident 
that the Jewish economic sector has not built up 
this respectable deficit by itself. A part, although 
it is small, belongs to Arab economy. Besides it is 
reduced to the extent that in the import figures is 
included the property of immigrants for which no 
payment must be made, and further, imports for 


Import 
Export and re-export 
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the use of the IPC, the government, and the milit- 
ary as well as other public and privileged institu- 
tions. But one is scarcely mistaken if one assumes 
that the Jewish economic sector has a share of 
about 35 million £P in this deficit in the balance of 
trade. Of the Jewish import of capital which can 
be estimated at about 45 million £P in 1933-1937 
almost eighty per cent was therefore spent in for- 
eign countries. Of course Jewish economy benefit- 
ted to the same amount of imports, partly for the 
purposes of investment, but to a very large extent 
purely for the purposes of consumption. As long 
as the amount of imported capital is large enough 
to equalize the deficit in the balance of trade, or as 
long as reserves are still available, this condition 
causes no difficulty in the balance of payments. 


In the period of construction, which will last for 
quite a number of years, the economy of the pro- 
jected Jewish state can and must count upon a 
large import of capital out of which to cover the 
deficit in the balance of trade which will doubtless 
remain very large in a transition period. But 
eventually a balance must be reached, and the 
economic policies of the Jewish state, considering 
the difficulties of the problem, must consciously 
work toward this goal. 

What will the situation be? It is necessary to 
talk in concrete figures: We estimate the present 
demand for industrial goods at some forty million 
£P. At present the net value of native industrial 
production amounts to about twenty per cent of 
the demand for industrial goods, including all the 
raw materials contained in them. If this share 
were raised to fifty per cent it would still be neces- 
sary to import industrial raw materials and fin- 
ished products to the amount of twenty million 
£P. 

What export positions and possibilities of ex- 
port can balance this? First the export of citrus 
fruits. When the whole extent of cultivable soil 
becomes productive we can count on an export 
capacity of twenty million boxes. Let us assume 
that markets can be found for this future export 
of twenty million boxes. Even this season a price 
of scarcely more than 5sh. was obtained per box 
(the values of exports in the commerce statistics 
are much too high). It is clear that with a 
doubled export prices can scarcely be expected to 
rise. The export of 20 million boxes would there- 
fore bring a return of five million £P. Almost 
half of the citrus land is owned by Arabs. It is 
doubtful whether the Arabs will sell their planta- 
tions and even more doubtful whether the Jews 
have a strong desire to take them over. If that is 
not so, then the Arab citrus exports by way of 
Jaffa will constitute a favorable factor in the Jew- 
ish balance of trade. In any event the export of 
citrus fruits ought in several years to represent an 
export balance of some three to five million £P in 
favor of the Jewish state. 
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The export of other products has developed but 
little up to now. Outside of citrus fruits the rest 
of Palestinian exports during 1936 amount to 
barely 800,000 £P. Of that a considerable part 
consists of Arab products (maize, sesame, water- 
melons, hides and skins, handicraft products, soap, 
etc.). The export of potash and bromine which 
has grown greatly recently and which will exceed 
200,000 £P in 1937 will also be outside the Jew- 
ish balance of trade. To be sure the rights of the 
company which has the concession are protected, 
but it is an Arab state. The part of the present 
exports which will be transferred to the projected 
Jewish state amounts, if we disregard citrus fruits, 
to only about 4,500,000 pounds. Even if one 
counts on very large increases in the export of pro- 
ducts other than citrus fruits, it will still be difficult 
to make up a sum of several million pounds. If 
there were tenfold multiplication that would mean 
only some four or five million pounds. Many 
very high hopes are set on exports to other coun- 
tries of the Near East. But one must be careful 
here of overestimation. It is in the nature of the 
foreign trade of the Near Eastern countries that 
their mutual trade relationships are only poorly 


developed. Only Palestine is to a large extent a 


buyer in the Syrian market and to some extent also 
a seller. That can be attributed to the fact that 
the countries of the Near East chiefly export raw 
materials which are purchased by the large indus- 
trial countries: from whom they in turn buy their 
industrial needs. In addition, they supplement 
each other very little in the industrial field since 
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they have all developed similar branches of indus- 
try, light industry and consumers’ goods industry, 
the products of which they are trying to protect 
from the competition of the neighboring countries. 
Palestinian exports to the Near East can be devel- 
oped, but the prospect is limited. 

Out of this contrast of the assumed import need 
of twenty million pounds worth of raw materials 
and industrial products with the chances of export- 
ing citrus fruits and other products amounting to 
ten million pounds at a very optimistic figure we 
can see the difficulty of the problem which the Jew- 
ish state has to solve on the economic field. It 
must be solved on both sides: on the one hand by 
reducing the import of industrial products which it 
will probably be possible to reduce after the heavy 
demand for investment goods has stopped, and on 
the other hand by developing special industries 
which will have a better chance on the world mar- 
ket. It should also be possible to export certain 
agricultural products (vegetables, potatoes, etc.) 
if these products do not mount up to too large a 
total. 

In conclusion we see that the very high demand 
for imported raw materials and industrial finished 
products, together with the limited possibility of 
export will not permit any considerable import of 
foodstuffs if at least an approximate equalization 
of the balance of trade is to be possible. 
The balance of payment could be equalized other- 
wise only by constant import of capital which, as in 


the last few years, would be expended to a very 


large extent on paying for the excess imports. 


Half-Loaves and Scuttling: 


“POLITICS IS THE ART OF THE POS- 

SIBLE” is the sage, if unenthusiastic com- 
ment of the News Chronicle about the partition 
of Palestine. A similar note of resignation runs 
through most of the editorials on the subject that 
have appeared in the English press. The British 
lion would wish to roar ‘‘a plague on both your 
houses,” like his forthright American neighbor, 
but having been tamed in Eaton, shakes his mane 
wearily instead, and accepts “a counsel of des- 
pair.” That particular phrase appears in some 
form in a surprising number of the leading edit- 
orials. There are few variations on this theme 
song. Time and Tide, which also invokes the 
magic formula “counsel of despair,’”’ calls the 
report a King Solomon’s judgment, adding the ob- 
vious observation that King Solomon never ex- 
pected to have his original partition plan put into 
effect. Nor is King Solomon the only Biblical 
figure who appears in connection with the report 
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of the Royal Commission. Candidus in the Daily 
Sketch compares Palestine to Naboth’s vineyard. 
The role of Jezebel may, readily be inferred, 
though ‘‘Candidus” hopes that even the tragically 
small plot remaining to the Jews may still become 
“the haven of the East.” 

There are a few lusty cheers for the report, 
but the dominant tone is one of disillusioned mel- 
ancholy. The Quixotic English tried to transform 
Arabs and Jews into good Palestinians; however, 
since the cussed creatures won’t be tractable, the 
only alternative is to wash one’s hands of the 
enterprise, and slice up the country. If the Arab 
jackal won’t lie down beside the Jewish lamb, if 
he ‘insists on obstinately howling that the lamb 
is really a wolf in sheep’s clothing, then the British 
lion will lie down upon them both. The fact 
that the lamb is really a lamb doesn’t alter the 
case. Too bad that the sacrifice must take place, 
but that is just one of the unfortunate circum- 
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stances which keeps politics, ‘“‘the art of the 
possible.” 


The brusque statement of the Evening News, 
‘We shall be lucky if we can get the new Jewish 
Free State and the new Arabian Palestine off our 
hands with only a reasonable amount of trouble 
and expense” is no doubt representative of con- 
siderable British sentiment. It is clear that the 
average Englishman sees Great Britain as more 
sinned against, than sinning. Here is no perfidious 
Albion engaged in the ancient diplomatic manoeu- 
ver of “divide and rule’; here is no imperial 
power interested in strategy and the Suez Canal. 
From the pages of the press emerges the dis- 
turbed countenance of honest John Bull who in- 
nocently undertook a generous mission and now 
finds himself the victim of his own altruism. 


The more detailed analyses of the situation 
afford an equally interesting insight into British 
reactions. Take the article of Major Harold 
Temperley, for instance. (Nineteenth Century 
and After, August). The Major, who in addi- 
tion to having been General Staff Officer in 1918, 
is professor of Modern History in Cambridge, 
speaks with double authority of a military man 
and of a scholar. Major Temperley never liked 
the Mandate. His sympathies are definitely pro- 
Arab, and it is easy to see that had Major Tem- 
perley been at the helm, Jewish immigration into 
Palestine would have been stopped at the first 
sign of Arab intransigeance. According to Major 
Temperley, the government’s policy has been a 
complete failure. He minces no words in char- 
acterizing it as “not marked by firmness, by in- 
telligence, by consistency,*and least of all, by 
success.” However, let no guiléless reader assume 
that when Major Temperley strictures the gov- 
ernment for lack of “firmness” he is falling in 
line with the writers of Zionist editorials. ‘Firm- 
ness” is a dose that should have been handed out 
to the Jews, one gathers from the tenor of the 
article. An instance of Major Temperley’s ratio- 
cination may be gleaned from his comments on 
the economic absorptive capacity of the country 
as a criterion for Jewish immigration! ‘Suppose 
the Jews decide to disregard this limitation as 
they have always done in the past.” Major 
Temperley is here referring to the illegal Jewish 
immigrants who penetrated into Palestine and 
whose status the government ‘“‘weakly” legalized. 
For a historian, the Major is singularly inaccurate. 
Surely the Major must know that it was not 
the Jews who violated the principle of economic 
absorptive capacity, and that for years the coun- 
try needed many more workers than the numbers 
allotted by schedules of the Mandatory Power. 
Every “illegal” immigrant was merely giving a 
practical demonstration of his complete respect 
for the principle of economic absorptive capacity. 
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Major Temperley’s philo-Arabism leads him to 
other curious generalizations. The Arabs, he 
fears, will not consent to a loss of their rightful 
domain because they are not “like parliamentary 
politicians in England who prefer half-loaves to 
no bread. In the East they pursue the shadow 
of the whole loaf in preference to the substance 
of the half one.” Major Temperley is quite sure 
about the pure, idealistic flame of the Mufti and 
his cohorts. He hesitates to dogmatize about 
Jewish views, which are apparently too dark and 
devious for his comprehension, but he knows his 
Arabs. No orientals love “muddling through or 
half loaves.” However, concludes the Major, if 
England is determined to make the best of a bad 
bargain, let her impose the settlement. Let there 
be no further talk of compromise and amendment. 
The Government has spoken, and any further 
rehashing of the arguments is so much vacillation 
and muddling through. The Major asks for 
“execution to the letter” of the Report, and he 
cares precious little how much justice and good 
sense may be executed in the process. 

A still more alarming champion of the Jewish 
State is the Honorable St. J. B. Philby, head of 
the British Political mission to Central Arabia, 
and author of “The Heart of Arabia.” In his 
article on “The Arabs and the Future of Pales- 
tine” (Foreign Affairs, October) Philby urges the 
Arabs to accept partition. He considers Zionism 
a violation of Arab rights. He makes much of 
the McMahon promises to the Arabs in 1915. 
He deplores the settlement of nearly half a million 
Jews as an “error of British judgment”, but the 
Jews are there; they cannot be sent away, so give 
them the tract they are settled in. He is enthu- 
siastically in favor of the termination of the Man- 
date, because under. an instrument “‘so strongly 
biased in favor of the Jews” the Arabs cannot 
receive justice. He hails the Report of the Com- 
mission as a belated recognition of the Arab 
claims rising out of the McMahon commitments, 
and he explains to the Arabs that the Report is so 
“substantial a verdict in their favor” that it would 
be folly for them to refuse. In fact, he warns 
them against critics of the Report, even when 
these critics, like Sir Herbert Samuel who objects 
to the inclusion of 225,000 Arabs in the Jewish 
State, seem to be actuated by a desire for a more 
equitable arrangement. The Jews have every- 
thing to gain by a continuation of the unworkable 
Mandate, but the Arabs should not play into 
their hands. The Arab hour has struck. Repara- 
tion is being offered. The Arabs are about to 
cash in on all the promissory notes issued to them. 
And last, but not least “British credit is restored 
by the offer of independence in all but a tiny cor- 
ner of the Arab world.” The “tiny corner” is, 
naturally, the proposed Jewish State. By the 
time the Hon. Philby is through expatiating on 
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the merits of the Jewish State for the Arabs, one 
has few illusions left as to who is getting the 
shadow and who is getting the substance. 


However, not all eminent Englishmen who 
take pen in hand are pro-Arab. Colonel Wedge- 
wood answers the Temperley article in as elo- 
quent a statement of the Zionist position as has 
appeared recently. (The Nineteenth Century 
and After, September). Wedgewood is also sen- 
sitive about promises and the good faith of Great 
Britain, only he manages to remember some of 
the pledges to the Jews. ‘“‘It is the opinion of a 
great many people in this world that Jews are 
objectionable socially, that they have no rights 
morally, and that promises made to them need 
not be kept,’ writes Colonel Wedgewood, and 
makes it clear that if it is a question of collecting 
on promises, then the balance is all in favor of 
the Jews. The McMahon bargain with the Arabs 
did not include Palestine. So Sir Henry Mc- 
Mahon himself wrote in the Times and so Colonel 
Wedgewood confirms referring to his own par- 
ticipation in the consultations with Sir Mark Sykes 
in 1916. 


Wedgewood, too, indicts the administrators of 
the Mandate but he is not worried, like Major. 
Temperley, by exhibitions of “vacillation” towards 
“illegal” Jewish immigrants. He has more seri- 
ous charges to make. The Mandate failed be- 
cause of the appalling laxness of a pro-Arab ad- 
ministration in the treatment of murder and in- 
surrection. And he charges the Royal Commis- 
sion of the same surrender to violence. ‘Their 
sympathies likewise were for Arab against Jew, 
even to the misreading of the McMahon Terms. 
They propose to force the Jews into a Palestine 
Ghetto by the dread alternative of stopping land 
sales and limiting Jewish immigration to 12,000 
a year.” 


And as to Temperley’s mystical excursion into 
Oriental psychology, Wedgewood observes, 
“These are not Sinn Fein Irishmen, not even 
nationalists.” In fact, Wedgewood deflates his 
Arabs almost as unduly as Temperley inflates 
them. Instead of romantic visionaries on lean 
steeds who dream idealistically—if murderously— 
beneath the desert skies, Wedgewood presents 
“orientals” who love plunder and care more about 
the next meal than greater Arabia. “Of devotion 
to a leader they have none.” Wedgewood re- 
fuses to be terrified by the spectre of an unquench- 
able Arab nationalism. He is confident that the 
Mandate is workable, provided a stoppage is 
made to the incitement of “the rival robber 
barons’ MHlusseini and Nashashibi. Nor is 
Wedgewood concerned solely for the Jews. He 
protests against handing back the fellaheen to 
the Middle Ages. Temperley doesn’t want to 
go on “muddling through.” Wedgewood doesn’t 
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want to “‘scuttle” and “shuffle out.” Should the 
government be absolutely determined to change 
the character of the Mandate, Wedgewood sug- 
gests three autonomous provinces under British 
rule. The advantage of this plan, apparently, is 
that it is a modification, rather than a surrender 


of the Mandate. 


The more one reads both pro-Arab and pro- 
Jewish discussions of the Report, the plainer it 
becomes that in this “counsel of despair’, the des- 
pair is to be wholly Jewish. Fortunately, the 
Jews are a tenacious and imaginative people. 
They too come from the East, the same East 
where Major Temperley’s unmuddling orientals 
follow the shadow of the whole loaf in preference 
to the substance of the half one. In fact, they 
know well how to follow the shadow of the half- 
loaf and the quarter loaf, and nothing will dis- 
hearten them from their pursuit, not even the 
idealistic Arab insistence on the substance of the 
whole loaf. 
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Dilemma of the American Negro 
I. THE CASE FOR INTEGRATION 


idee ARE among Negroes several conflict- 


ing schools of thought, each convinced it pos- 
sesses the only real remedy for the ills of social 
ostracism, political disfranchisement, educational 
inequality and economic discrimination. 


Some, despairing of complete acceptance into 
Amerian society, advocate drawing off to them- 
selves, developing separate Negro institutions, a 
separate economy, and cutting contact with whites 
to an irreducible minimum. 

Others hold that segregation whether enforced 
from within or without will only aggravate the sit- 
uation, increase interracial misunderstanding, 
make for more friction and worsen the condition 
of the Negro. Knowing that fear and ignorance 
are at the bottom of racial antipathies, they hold 
that these can be materially lessened and ultimate- 
ly removed by association, but only sharpened by 
isolation. They believe that through more educa- 
tion, more labor organization and more social and 
political cooperation between white and colored 
people it is possible finally to break down the bar- 
riers of prejudice. Beyond that they feel nothing 
more is necessary. Once possessed of the right to 
equal education, the right to vote, the right to live 
where desired, the right to public accommodation 
and the right to freely earn a living without color 
discrimination, the Negro ceases to be any prob- 
lem to America and takes his place in society as an 
American. I subscribe to this view. 

The American ideal and custom have always 
been to integrate and assimilate all the elements in 
our population into a homogeneous entity linked 
by language and culture. This is the meaning of 
the phrase ‘‘the melting pot’’: a new nation unlike 
any other because composed of all others. Far- 
sighted citizens have long realized that America 
cannot become truly a nation until its elements are 
one. This is the real meaning of Americanization 
and it applies as much to deeply colored citizens as 
to blondes and brunettes. 

The social and economic evils from which col- 
ored people suffer, and against which they rightly 
complain, are in every instance the result of discri- 
mination and segregation. In other words, of iso- 
lation. How odd, then, that we should find Neg- 
roes urging more segregation! 
matter whether a group is driven off to itself or 
goes off voluntarily: such isolation is injurious to 
both groups. Both lose something. Practically 
all these schemes for racial organization of Neg- 
roes imply segregation and isolation and are 
therefore hopelessly reactionary in an age when 


For it doesn’t. 


® by George S. Schuyler 


peoples everywhere are more socially and econo- 
mically interdependent than ever before. 

Where cultural levels are the highest in Amer- 
ica, there the color line is the faintest. Where- 
ever two diverse peoples occupy the same territ- 
ory, absence of race hatred, suspicion and ostra- 
cism always frees the human mind for high and 
noble accomplishments. Where colored people 
are subjected to the least social and economic iso- 
lation, there they have the highest general culture 
level. 

Efforts to retard or halt the trend toward the 
melting pot are therefore clearly undesirable, eco- 
nomically unsound and may ultimately destroy our 
nation whether they come from without or within. 
The Ku Kluxers and the black Fascists are broth- 
ers under their skins. For an envisioned advan- 
tage to themselves, they preach isolation under 
the euphemism of racial advancement. 


The awful realities of lynching, segregation, 
color discrimination, restricted residence, inade- 
quate hospitalization and educational inequality 
naturally demand some sort of organization to 
combat them. As near as possible, however, such 
organization should be interracial, like the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, with the understanding that no 
real gain in race relations can possibly be made 
unless there is an appreciation on both sides that 
white and colored people are just people working 
toward a common goal, and not enemies. This 
appreciation only comes through working togeth- 
er, studying together, associating together and 
serving the common country together. One of 
the greater responsibilities of the colored people 
is to see that the qualities of which they complain 
in the whites are eliminated in themselves. If any 
strictly Negro organization is needed, it is needed 
for that purpose alone. 

There must be an understanding among both 
white and colored Americans that Negroes are 
not an alien group seeking to copy an alien white 
civilization; that they are not “invading” anything 
or appropriating anything which is not theirs 
when they demand a full manhood status; that 
this civilization is not white but black and white. 

Negroes were here before Columbus and came 
also with Columbus. Negroes in 700 years of 
rule in Spain shaped the civilization which Spain 
later imposed upon much of America. Colored 
and white people have lived and worked and died 
side by side in the United States since its earliest 
settlement and made it what it is. As a group 
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Negroes are among the oldest continuous reposit- 
ories of Anglo-Saxon culture in America and if all 
the whites disappeared this country would remain 
Anglo-Saxon as Haiti has remained French. For 
culture is not a matter of color but of environment 
and the institutions in that environment. To seek 
to build up a Negro culture here is dangerously 
reactionary. 

Negroes have learned much from white people 
and white people have learned much from Neg- 
roes. Each has borrowed from the other, as all 
good neighbors do. American Negroes came 
from civilizations that were old when Europe was 
young. That they came as slaves does not alter 
this fact any more than does the servitude of vast 
numbers of white people (who landed on these 
shores in chains) detract from the cultural gifts 
they brought from Europe. 

Count Keyserling was right when he said that 
American civilization was already markedly Neg- 
roid. Our music is African; our dancing is more 
African; our modern art is heavily indebted to 
Dahomey, Benin and the Congo; our robust, in- 
fectious humor stems directly from the Negro and 
our theater has shamelessly borrowed from him. 
Our emotional brand of Christianity is closer to 
African Animism than to the chill Druidism of 
northern Europe. This is partially understand- 
able when we recall that Moses, who was prob- 
ably as deeply pigmented as his wife, fathered the 
Old Testament; while St. Paul, who was schooled 
in Africa, fathered the New Testament. At the 
end of every prayer we acknowledge our debt to 
African culture with a reverent “Amen”. 


The Negro is not an intruder or an appropriat- 
or of what others have fashioned. This civiliza- 
tion belongs to all of us. His also is the hand of 
the creator. Efforts to handicap the Negro 
should not, therefore, be a discouragement but 
rather a challenge to him to redouble his efforts to 
educate white people to the meaning of American- 
ism. 

The influence of education and the unifying 
force of machine civilization, aided by a century 
of interracial cooperation, has lessened racial pre- 
judice and improved interracial understanding 
everywhere in America, including the South. No- 
where else in the world have two peoples occupy- 
ing the same territory mutually prospered with 
so little friction in the short time of 72 years as 
here, since the Civil War. Therein lies hope for 
a brighter future. : 


For the past century Negroes have been organ- 
izing and fighting to open the doors wide to full 
American citizenship. Their greatest progress 


has been made in conjunction with liberal and in- 
telligent whites. Who will dare say that the im- 
provement in interracial relations has not been 
fundamental and phenomenal? 
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- No thoughtful American wants to see any Neg- 
ro State within a State which is implied in all 
schemes for strictly racial organization. None 
but the foolish and superficial will succumb to the 
flimsy argument that such isolation will help them 
to become powerful. Rather it will be their death 


warrant. For racial organization begets racial 
organization. The end, as always, is war and 
strife. 


Lincoln said a house divided against itself can- 
not stand. This is true both racially and political- 
ly. We Americans must all stay up or go down 
together; neither blacks nor whites can prosper 
while the other suffers. Whether we like it or not 
(and I think we do like it), we are here together, 
with the same language, moral and ethical con- 
cepts, schooling, political affiliations and general 
outlook. We are even frequently of the same 
blood. About 80% of the so-called Negroes have 
white ancestry, while there are few four-genera- 
tion Americans who have no dark relatives. 
Three centuries of miscegenation have worked 
miracles with the original stock, especially down 
South. With European immigration ended, this 
process will be expedited—the quicker, the better. 

For Negroes to form a separate political party 


"would be as futile and unnecessary as for bald or 


red-headed people to form one. It would merely 
offer an added argument for further disfranchise- 
ment of the Negro. Today there are scores of 
elected and hundreds of appointed Negro officials. 
Civil rights laws have been secured in a dozen 
States. Anti-lynching bills have twice won major- 
ities in the lower house of Congress. Municipal, 
State and Federal civil services have been gradu- 
ally opened to Negroes. And all this has been ac- 
complished without a Negro party. Even greater 
progress would have been made, had Negroes 
really desired it hard enough to make the neces- 
sary sacrifices and had they been more intelligent- 
ly and honestly led. 

To form separate labor unions would be as 
foolish as forming a separte party. Negroes 
need only organize as such to safeguard their 
rights and privileges within the organized labor 
movement. In New York this is being done by 
the interracial Negro Labor Committee. 


The idea of economic autonomy intrigues a few 
superficially-educated segregationists who talk a 
great deal about Negro business. This, too, is un- © 
sound. Negroes should enter business like other 
business people and seek the general patronage. 
They should join the various economic and busi- 
ness organizations and so keep abreast of the 
times. That is the way to survive in the modern 
business world. With resources, industry and 
public services owned by a few plutocrats, it is im- 
possible for any Negro economy to become a real- 
ity. This leaves only the retail trade: if all the re- 
tail trade in all the Negro districts in all the com- 
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munities of the country were completely controll- 
ed by Negroes less than a half million would sec- 
ure employment thereby, and we have over five 
million employable workers. Our economic ro- 
manticists are asking us to commit economic 
suicide. 

The success marking the recent campaign 
against educational inequalities shows what is pos- 
sible through the present machinery when we want 
it. What we should strive for more strenuously is 
not more Negro education but to lift the stand- 
ards and ideals of American education. We 
should recognize that segregated education is vic- 
ious, and that to glorify it is like gilding the bars 
of a jail. 

Enlightened Americans should fight together 
against the laws in twenty-nine States preventing 


interracial marriage, but not preventing interrac- 


ial mixture. They retard the march toward na- 
tionalism, encourage immorality and slow the de- 
velopment of true democracy. Legal miscegena- 
tion would make for greater virility of American 
stock, increase the national I. Q. thereby, and be 
the final blow to colorphobia. A bit of natural 
sun-tan would be a boon to the complexion of 
Homo Americanus, and a bit of the tar brush 
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would, as elsewhere, raise the standard of Amer- 
ican pulchritude, a consummation devoutly to be 
wished. 

Isolation would be the inevitable consequence 
of complete organization of Negroes, as such, re- 
gardless of what you call it. It would sharpen 
and prolong interracial animosities and so prove a 
menace to national peace and security. The ad- 
vocates of these schemes are principally disgrunt- 
led members of the Negro bourgeoisie who, like 
their counterparts among other minority groups in 
America, would advance themselves at the ex- 
pense of the masses. They are responsible for 
much of the cultural lag in America. Black and 
white alike, this type makes a racket out of race. 

Those with the best interests of America at 
heart will not preach social bunching which leads 
to division, to isolation and to war, but instead 
will work to free America from the injustices, 
jealousies, inequalities, suspicions and prejudices 
which have brought so many great nations to ruin. 

As this nation could not survive half slave and 
half free, so it cannot survive half white and half 
black. The unity of our forty-eight States has 
made this country great; the unity of its people 
will maintain that greatness. 


ll. FOR GROUP SURVIVAL 


le THIS twentieth year of the Russian Revolu- 
tion, fifteenth year of Italian Fascism and the 
fourth year of Nazism, it should hardly be neces- 
sary for any Negro to advocate the aggregate or- 
ganization and development of his group against 
the passive Uncle Tom and Do-Nothing policy of 
integration. 


If a scheme is put forward to establish some- 
thing beneficial and exclusively for Negroes, such 
as a hospital, a school or a bank, the black cry of 
segregation is heard. No sane Negro believes in 
or desires legal segregation, in which his racial 
group will be confined by law to ghettoes. For 
such a system of segregation will inevitably result 
in congestion and increased crime, disease and 


filth. 


But it is one of the most natural phenomenon of 
human life everywhere that people possessing spe- 
cial and similar social traits will agglomerate in 
groups. And it is a physical impossibility to com- 
pel two different groups of people to live prom- 
iscuously together against their will. Different 
groups agglomerate for different social reasons; 
such as a common nationality, a common religion, 
a common language, class interests, or special 
characteristics of race or color. 

It would seem a most elementary law of self- 
preservation and survival that wherever a distinct 
group of people is living together, such a people 
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should utilize their collective brains and energy 
for the intensive cultivation and development of 
themselves, culturally, politically and economic- 
ally. The intellectual leaders and professional 
members of such a group should be zealous in pro- 
moting the special interests of the mass of their 
community. For it is the living reality of the 
common mass which makes possible the more cul- 
tured existence of the intellectual leaders and the 
professional members of the community. 


The United States of America are uniquely a 
national composite of various groups. In the so- 
called “melting pot’ we have distinguishable 
groups with special interests, who are none the less 
American and proud to be identified with the gen- 
eral interest of the nation. There are Italians, 
Finns, Irish, Scandinavians, Jews, Chinese and 
others, all more or less living together in groups. 
These people in building up themselves fraternally, 
culturally, politically and economically as groups 
are contributing their special part to the greatness 
of the American nation as a whole. 

To these diverse groups must be added the 
Negro group. The Negroes, who were emanci- 
pated from slavery before the great waves of 
European immigration swept into America, still 
remain the lowest group of Americans, socially 
and economically. Ever since its emancipation 
from chattel slavery the Negro group as a whole 
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has been hopelessly divided and half paralysed by 
the ideology of segregation. The difference be- 
tween an aggregated group of people and a group 
segregated by law has never been defined, clarified 
and explained by Negro leaders. Unique efforts 
to establish institutions for the special benefit of 
the Negro people have encountered opposition be- 
cause of the ideology of segregation. Handicap- 
ped by the fear of segregation, the Negro group 
has never launched out in confidence to exploit 
fully its position as a special group. 

When Booker T. Washington founded the 
great institution of Tuskegee as a practical de- 
monstration of what Negroes might accomplish 
for themselves, culturally and economically, as a 
people, he was opposed by leading Negro intellec- 
tuals of the North. Yet although Mr. Washing- 
ton may have followed a mistaken lead in national 
politics, his social basis was sound. He did not 
fold his arms and whine and wait for integration. 
He accomplished something different. He at- 
tracted national attention because he had some- 
thing different to offer. Tuskegee Institute stands 
a fine monument to him and is perhaps the great- 
est all-Negro institution in the world. 


The Negro group still has a long way to go and. 


a great deal to learn. Of all the groups in Amer- 
ica the Negro might learn most from the Jewish 
group. The American Jewish group is a conglo- 
meration of Jews from different countries, such as 
Russia, Poland, Germany, Hungary, the Balkan 
states. Similarly the American Negro group has 
been increased by Negroes from the various West 
Indian islands and from South America." 

Not all Jews live in Jewish communities, but 
the majority of them are socially conscious and 
aware of the necessity of aggressive group organi- 
zation and the development of Jewish community 
life. There are Jewish Youth organizations, a 
Jewish Historical Society, Jewish Publications 
Society, Jewish Physical Culture, Jewish Legion, 
Jewish War Veterans, Jewish Occupational Com- 
mittee, etc. There are a Jewish Agricultural So- 
ciety, Jewish Labor Committee and, perhaps the 
most important of all, the United Hebrew Trades 
with its militant membership—an integral part of 
American organized labor. In the national field 
there exists the B’nai Brith, a society organized in 
1843 for Jewish unity. In the international field 
there is the Alliance Israelite Universelle, which 
was organized in 1860 for the emancipation, edu- 
cation and defence of the Jewish masses in all 
lands. 

Jews organize Jewish hotels, theaters, clubs, 
stores, printing establishments, colleges and hos- 
pitals, without segregating themselves from 
national institutions. In fact they have broken 


down 100 per cent barriers of American prejudice 
and discrimination by building up institutions in- 
ferior to none which are a credit to the entire 
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American nation... I am not trying to present 
the Jewish people as one harmonious whole. 
There are differences among them as there are 
among all other groups. The interests of Jewish 
capitalists are at variance with the interests of Jew- 
ish workers. Yet Jewish labor has won such con- 
cessions as it has from the Jewish employer class 
and put itself in the front ranks of the American 
labor movement, because the moral sentiment of 
the majority of the Jewish community was on the 
side of the workers. 

The Irish, the Germans, the Scandinavians, the 
Italians, the Jews—all the European immigrants 
who poured into America, were not from the 
wealthy classes. They were in the majority, poor 
workers and peasants fleeing from class prejudice, 
poverty, aristocratic and royal exploitation in 
Europe. They came here as individuals and in 
families. They had to start from the bottom to 
build themselves up. They also had to face preju- 
dice and discrimination, although not in the same 
degree as the Negro. Those who had a common 
nationality or religion or language found it neces- 
sary to develop group unity to fight for and win a 
place in the national life. 

After their emancipation the black people 
found themselves up against white prejudice and 
discriminatory laws and practices. The possess- 
ing white majority would not yield any solid 
ground in their social system to the dispossessed 
black minority. For over half a century the Neg- 
roes remained good Lincoln republicans. The 
Negro group was practically the ward of the Re- 
publican Party. Perhaps its leaders could not un- 
derstand that guardians do not like to have wards 
on their hands forever, that they expect their 
wards to grow up sometime and think and act in- 
dependently. But a few choice plums were distri- 
buted to outstanding Negroes and the Negro 
group applauded vicariously. Uncle Tom slave, 
Uncle Tom free! 

The Negro people remained a special group. 
They were excluded from trains and trams, hotels 
and restaurants, schools and theatres and other 
public places. They were kicked out of the Chris- 
tian churches. They were effectively segregated. 
But the only thing more than any other that Ne- 
groes started out to build exclusively for them- 
selves was the Negro church. Because the Negro 
people are so profoundly religious-minded, they 
have always neglected their material interests for 
the spiritual. 

Despite constant discrimination and _ virtual 
segregation leading Negroes declare: We want in- 
tegregation. Now I believe that all sane Negroes 
want integration. But how are they going to get 
it? Can the integrationists demonstrate to the 
black minority how they may be integrated into 
the white majority? Can they point to a group of 
blacks blissfully integrated in the white Utopia? 























OcTOoBER, 1937 


Why do the integrationists preach integration and 
yet practice segregation by residing in the Black 
Belt, while most of them represent Negro con- 
cerns and institutions. The Negro group is not 
integrated because a few Negroes are employed 
here and there in white institutions according to 
their intellectual attainments; or because some 
have special places in the Republican, Democratic, 
Socialist and Communist parties. 


The integration of a minority in a majority 
group depends entirely upon the goodwill of the 
majority and not upon the desire of the minority. 
I can see no indication anywhere that the white 
majority is ready to let down the barriers to in- 
clude the black minority. The few philanthropic 
white individuals and organizations interested in 
Negro welfare do not represent the will of the 
' white majority. The Communists have a pro- 
gram of local autonomy and complete social 
equality for Negroes, but they are only a small 
minority. There is the great organized labor 
movement. Yet the integrationists are not visual- 
izing the Negro group integrated in a new order 
of proletarian society, but in the present set up of 
capitalist society. : 

Organized labor, just as white in complexion 
as white capitalists, is not indulging in a pipe- 
dream of integration in the capitalist control of 
society. The advance guard of organized labor 
makes a militant fight. Much more an integral 
part of this nation than the black minority, milit- 
ant labor has its own banks, schools, printing es- 
tablishments, clubs and cooperatives. 


The educated Negro has long labored under 
the illusion that he could ignore and neglect his 
own group and find the place in white society for 
which he thought his education entitled him. But 
thinking Negroes should realize that we are 
living in a changing world under a new era and 
that the age of individualism is dead. Thinking 
Negroes must realize that in this age of the radio, 
the control and direction of the masses is the big 
problem alike of democracies and dictatorships. 


And what of the Negro masses? Must they 
remain abandoned to the fine theory of integra- 
tion and the care of white philanthropists? Is it 
possible that the educated Negro can feel no kin- 
ship with his own people? Certainly if the Negro 
leaders abdicate their right to leadership of their 
own people others must step in. 


With the world’s attention fixed upon events in 
Hitler’s Gerrnany today, it seems to me that the 
attitude of the Negro apologists of integration is 
not merely defeatist, but also crimnial. The Ger- 
man Jews had come closer to integration and as- 
similation than Jews in any other country. As a 
group they were not strongly organized for emer- 
gencies. They were fairly unorthodox, intermar- 
ried freely with the best German families. They 
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fessions, tolerated and accepted by the majority of 
Germans. 

Yet now under a political change of regime, the 
Jews of Germany are being systematically reduc- 
ed to the status of Negroes in America. Perhaps 
if the German Jews had been more strongly or- 
ganized as a group, they might have been better 
prepared to fight against the evil of Nazism. Per- 
haps some Negroes fondly imagine that in the 
event of a reactionary change in this nation’s gov- 
ernment, they will be treated better than the Jews 
of Germany. But Jews at any rate have this ad- 
vantage over Negroes. Thousands of them can- 
not be differentiated from white Christians. 

It seems to me that the argument for the inten- 
sive group organization of Negroes is a very 
simple and elementary one. Negroes must organ- 
ize as a group to obtain the utmost out of their 
special situation. Negro leaders should get to- 
gether and plan to lead their people out of their 
present state of apathy and confusion. Asa group 
we are the most supine to ruthless exploitation by 
others. There are numerous Negro associations. 
It seems to me that what the group lacks is coordi- 
nation of organization and leadership and a defi- 
nite purpose. 

A Negro community may be likened to any un- 
congenial small town where a businessman may be 
compelled to reside for business reasons, even 
though he prefer to live in a large up-to-date city. 
Such a person would naturally be interested in the 
town as a whole: the fire department, streets, 
housing, lighting and police. Because if there is a 
fire, an epidemic or a riot, he or a member of his 
family may be a victim. Similarly any group-con- 
scious Negro should be interested in the intensive 
development and advancement of his community. 

This excerpt from an article by a Jewish intel- 
lectual might be pondered with profit by Negro 
leaders: ‘Today no minority group has a right to 
consider itself adjusted to the life of the majority 
unless it is economically assimilated. To be econ- 
omically differentiated means to be denied protect- 
tion of one’s right to live by leaving one’s liveli- 
hood at the mercy of the majority group.” 

That is the real issue the Negro has to face— 
the economic issue upon which integration de- 
pends. Negro leaders who evade the practical 
issue of group organization and development to 
shibboleth the empty slogan of “integration” with- 
out being able to demonstrate a practical plan of 
integration are not only betrayers but lynchers of 
the soul of the race. 
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ISAAC ROSENBERG, POET 


SAAC ROSENBERG was born at Bristol in 1890, and 
was brought up in East London, where his family re- 
moved in 1897. After being apprenticed as an engraver 
and studying art at Birkbeck College, he went to the Slade 
School in 1911. In 1914 he went to South Africa on ac- 
count of supposedly weak lungs, but returned the following 
year and joined the army. In his twenty-eighth year he 
was killed in France, during the German Spring Offensive 
of 1918. ; 

In the course of his twenty-seven years he published three 
pamphlets at his own expense, wrote a number of poems, 
a larger number of fragments, some odds and ends of prose 
and a fair number of letters. Four years after his death 
Heinemann published a selection of his poems, edited by 
Gordon Bottomley with an introductory memoir by Laur- 
ence Binyon. Critics by and large sneered politely at the 
volume, but as time went on, and Rosenberg’s own con- 
temporaries and a later generation came to the fore, the 
force and freshness of his work gradually achieved recogni- 
tion. By the end of the Twenties it was the consensus of 
Opinion in poetic circles that Rosenberg was one of the very 
few poets whose untimely death in the War had spelt an 
actual loss to English literature. This was a fact, it is 
interesting to remember, which had already struck the late 
T. E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) at the beginning of 
the decade; if Messrs. Heinemann had not turned up 
poees the 1922 volume would probably have been pub- 
lished at Lawrence’s expense. 

The present volume represents far more hard work on 
the part of the editors than is realized by the reader. The 
sheer toil involved can be assessed only by those who, like 
the present writer, saw the original manuscript of the 
poems, written as they were in a none-too-legible hand, 
many of them in pencil, and often enough on the odds and 
ends of paper available at the Front. Nor was legibility 
aided by Rosenberg’s habit of scoring words through and 
writing alternatives over them. There is no doubt that the 
editors will deserve congratulation. 

Rosenberg’s importance lies in the fact that he was prob- 
ably the first person to fuse, more or less (more rather than 
less) successfully, English language and form with Jewish 
content. In his use of English he was consciously striving 
to find ways of expressing precisely what he felt; there is a 
complexity in suse of his experimental work which is suc- 
ceeded in the last poems he wrote by a certain Biblical, 
soul-searing starkness. But it was not for lack of knowl- 
edge that he wrote in a complex fashion. If the present 
volume had no other value, it would serve to show a poet’s 
workshop. From the fragments given here it is evident 
that Rosenberg systematically sat down to master the style 
and technique of each of the poets he admired most. There 
was no unconscious imitation about it; he knew just what 
he was up to. In fact, the system was probably based on 
that of painters who “work through” a particular artist or 
school and then go on to their own specific style. 

Rosenberg will be found writing in the style of Blake 
(whom he admired tremendously), Francis Thompson, 
Keats, Marvell, Thomas Moore (when he was very young), 
Swinburne, Browning, Poe, and over and above all the 
Metaphysicals, Donne at their head. But through all his 
successful minor poetics there moves ever and again an 
elbow or a knee, a sudden lifted shoulder or a heaving 
flank, which tell of something vaster, more shaggy and 
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untamed; some huge energy still half inchoate but stirring 
and quickening like a child in the mother’s womb, pres- 
ently to leap into full grown expression in “Moses,” in 
“Dead Man‘s Dump”, in the fragments of ‘The Unicorn” 
and in all the poems written during the War. 

This energy was definitely Jewish in the things it saw 
and in the way it saw them; not the prime and proper 
Jewishness of the United, Reform or Liberal Synagogues of 
Great Britain but the far deeper, less conscious Jewishness 
of the Book of Job, the Midrash, the Aggada and the 
Kabala; that particular quality which found expression in 
our day in the German writings of Franz Kaffka, the Yid- 
dish of the “Nistor” and the Hebrew of say the little- 
known Eliezer Steinberg, and which the Hassidic Move- 
ment embalmed in the Tales of Rabbi Nahman of Braslav. 
Rosenberg can be better understood by those who know that 
his father himself contributed Hebrew material to journals 
published in Russia during the "Eighties and Nineties. 


I do not know whether Rosenberg himself knew Hebrew 
well. There is no doubt that he studied it, as well as we all 
did in Whitechapel and Stepney; but how much stayed 
with him is hard to say. Yet he had a remarkable acquaint- 
anceship with the Bible; and at least, one phrase in the 
“Unicorn” leads me to think that, if only unconsciously, 
he knew the Jewish Daily Prayer-Book very well. His 
Moses is a man titanic and primeval, the Moses of the 
Bible who cast down the Tablets of Stone, who destroyed 
the evil that was rotting the camp, who uttered the Bless- 
ings and the Curses and the last Songs in Deuteronomy; 
but he is shown at an earlier stage, fashioning the thought 
of turning slaves to Men: 


... Look round on the night, 

Old as the first, bleak, even her wish is done; 

She has never seen, though dreamt perhaps of the sun, 
Yet only dawn divides; could a miracle 

Destroy the dawn, night would be mixed with light, 
No night or light would be, but a new thing. 

So with these slaves, who perhaps have dreamt of 
freedom, 

Egypt was in the way; I'll strike it out... 

Here is the quarry quiet for me to hew, 

Here are the springs, primeval elements, 

The roots’ hid secrecy, old source of race, 

Unreasoned reason of the savage instinct... 

These are not lame nor bent awry, but placeless 

With the rust and stagnant... 


Rosenberg’s War Poems are perhaps better known than 
most of his others, thanks to recent Anthologies. But they 
include at least one hitherto unpublished but worth quoting 
here, even though its full force may spring into sight only 
on the second or third reading: 


A worm fed on the heart of Corinth, 
Babylon and Rome. 

Not Paris raped tall Helen 

But this incestuous worm 

Who lured her vivid beauty 

To his amorphous sleep. 

England! famous as Helen 

Is thy bethrothal sung 

To him the shadowless, 

More than Solomon. 
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With his vivid Jewishness, Rosenberg could not have 
remained distant from Jewish affairs had he lived. (It is 
interesting, to Zionists at least, that one of his early letters 
quotes a letter he received from the late Dr. Eder, advising 
him to develop his own technique and ending, “we have all 
done a little versifying in our green days and hence these 
counsels.””) In 1918 he ap lied for a transfer to Judeans, 
but received no reply; and before he could take steps in 
the matter behind the lines he was killed. 

“I wanted to write a battle song for the Judeans,” he 
wrote in his last letter to Mr. (now Sir Edward) Marsh 
and to his brother, Dave, “but can think of nothing strong 
and wonderful enough yet. Here’s just a slight thing.” 

It follows below 

Through these pale cold days 
What dark faces burn 

Out of three thousand years 
And their wild eyes, yearn 
While underneath their brows 
Like waifs their spirits grope 
For the pools of Heshbon again— 
For Lebanon’s summer on 
They leave these blond still days 
In dust behind their tread. 

They see with living eyes 

How long they have been dead. 

Before the post-mark had been put on this letter he was 
dead. It has taken nearly twenty years for him to find a 


fitting memorial. 
(Courtesy of the Palestine Post) 


The Collected Works of ISSAC ROSENBERG Poetry, Prose, 
Letters and Some Drawings. Edited by Gordon Bottomley and 
Denys Harding with a Foreword by Siegfried Sassoon. Pp. XV, 
401. Chatto and Windus, London, 1937. 12/6. 


A PLAUSIBLE PROPHECY 
® by John Cournos 


TRUMPET OF JUBILEE. By Ludwig Lewisohn. New 
York: Harper & Bros. $2.50. 


R. LUDWIG LEWISOHN has written a novel 
which is more than a novel. Without violating the 
canons of fictional realism, he has written a story which is 
both plausible as fiction and plausible as prophecy. To 
make the prophecy telling he has employed an original de- 
vice. He begins his story in the historical present—to be 
precise, dealing with the fate of Jews during the Nazi revol- 
ution—and from this actual present he leads up with con- 
spicuous skill into the speculative future, a future which is, 
as it were, a natural, logical and inevitable development of 
this same present: a development dictated by some inescap- 
able law working on a principle of spiritual-historical con- 
tinuity. Or as the author puts it very succinctly into the 
mouth of his leading character, Gabriel Weiss: “Mankind 
gets what it deserves; certain kinds of action have certain 
kinds of consequences because the universe is made that 
way and, historically speaking, these facts and trends are 
symbolized over and over again by the specific fate of cer- 
tain historic groups, such as the Jewish people.” 


The Jewish people, then, are a kind of thermometer of 
the spiritual temperature of the world; it is at the same time 
a barometer, prognosticating the sort of weather that’s 
knocking about ahead. And the Jewish problem is insepar- 
able from the Gentile problem; they are in fact one. All 
this, indeed, is made clear in the action of the story, 
through a series of changing scenes, and through the char- 
acters, Jewish and Christian, participating in them. What 
better place to begin the story than in Germany, what bet- 
ter time than the epoch of the Nazi rape of civilization? 
The author calls this part, “The Burning World”. 








23 


The scene opens on the life of one Kurt Weiss, his wife, 
Gina, and their child Gabriel, Jews but more Germans than 
Jews, and, in a sense, more German than the Germans 
themselves. Is it to be expected that this Kurt Weiss, a 
lawyer with a real German for partner, with a strict sense 
of duty and honor, reading his Maria-Rilke as devout Jews 
read their Torah, should heed any warning of the comin 
Nazi storm? Kurt is a German, he loves his country an 
the beautiful German tongue, he will not run away from 
his proud responsibilities, he does not believe it possible 
that an enlightened country like his beloved Germany can 
indulge in anything but a temporary aberration. And 
when young Gabriel comes home, wailing of the indignities 
inflicted upon him by his schoolmates, his mother, Gina, 
incredulously remarks: “Jew, Christian—all that seems so 
quaint and trivial.” Mr. Lewisohn describes these prelim- 
inary scenes vividly, superbly. 

The inevitable tragedy, for which the reader is by now 
prepared, comes when a good “Aryan” evens - scores 
with Kurt in the most horrible manner possible; Gina and 
her young son flee, ultimately landing in America, but not 
before the virus of Nazism has had time to reach its shores. 
Amidst the welter of conflicting movements and ideologies 
Gabriel grows up, an idealistic youth—call him Jew, call 
him Christian, little matter now, for the Jews and Christ- 
ians having discovered their common aspirations, and, what 
is more to the point, a common enemy in Fascism-Commun- 
ism, have formed Judaeo-Christian Units to fight the last 
great fight with the vastest forces of Evil ever let loose upon 
the world. This Book the author calls rightly “Apoca- 
lypse”, and who will deny that we are already living 
through the preliminary apocalyptic stages, with the vastest 
imaginable war impending? This is not so difficult to be- 
lieve. But whether the ultimate battle—Armageddon— 
actually takes place in Har Megiddo, as prophecied in the 
Bible and re-prophecied in Mr. Lewisohn’s book, is of small 
moment beside the spiritual issues raised. Incidentally, the 
Zionists, now «i'ied with the true Christians, have a large 
part in the counsels of humanity, and in the fighting too; 
theirs is the place side by side against the allied adversaries 
of freedom, the Fascists and Communists now joined to- 
gether; for have not both “relentlessly persecuted both Jews 
and Christians and the entire Judaeo-Christian view of 
life’? There is some well. thought-out logic in this, and 
the story itself which leads up to this conveys the passionate 
conviction which the author himself must have felt in the 
writing of his fantasy, a fantasy which sounds uncomfort- 
ably realistic. 


STATE OR GHETTO 


JEWISH STATE OR GHETTO. By J. M. Machover. 
London. Robert Anscomb. 207 pp. 35h. 6d. 


R. J. M. MACHOVER, a prominent member of the 
small “Jewish State Party,” is an able lawyer. Com- 

ing from Russia, he has for the last eighteen years lived in 
Paris and London. His legal training is the main strength 
of the book; it is also its most serious weakness. It is dif- 
ficult for a man whose mind works along strictly legal lines 
to find his bearings among the international problems of 
our age. In the present state of the world, grave political 
roblems are not being solved on a purely juridical basis. 
The — of the most solemn treaties has been strongly 
undermined by recent world events. True, the Fascist 


Powers are the worst and most aggressive offenders; there 
is no denying, however, that the democratic governments 
are not wholly blameless. Their faults of omission encour- 
aged the Fascist aggressors to sins of commission. 

While criticizing the British Palestine policy, the oppon- 
ents of partition must therefore be able to present their 
own constructive solution. They must offer an alternative 
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which will not be abhorrent to England and will at the 
same time give due consideration to Arab rights and inter- 
ests. Mr. Machover, strong and convincing in his criti- 
cism, offers no such solution, and this is the main fault of 
his otherwise excellent book. 


A notable feature of Machover’s book is the extraordin- 
aty speed with which it was written. On July 7th the 
Royal Commission’s Report on Palestine was issued; by 
the end of that month Machover’s book, devoted to a 
criticism of this Report, was already out. Even if parts of 
it were “pre-fabricated”, it is still an amazing achievement. 
It contains a formidable array of legal arguments against 
the partition and the immediate establishment of a Jewish 
State. The case against Great Britain, accused of avoiding 
her mandate obligations, is presented with a vigor and com- 
pleteness which would do honor to any prosecuting jurist. 


The most valuable portions of the book are chapters five 
to ten devoted to an analysis of the historical background of 
the present situation. Supporting his case by numerous 

uotations from official documents, the author convincingly 
shows that the alleged failure of the mandate policy was 
not the result of its inherent difficulties, but of a wilful 
sabotage on the part of the officials who were entrusted 
with its realization. 

The anti-climax of Machover’s book is his attempt to 
ridicule the a Jewish State and to make it appear 
impossible of realization. This assertion, characteristic for 
most of the “Nein-sagers” is not necessary to prove their 
case. One may oppose partition without trying to prove 
the impossibility of a Jewish State. One may even concede 
it to be the easiest way out and still reject it because of the 
enormous price we would have to pay for it. Easy solu- 
tions are sometimes the worst in the long historic per- 
spective. 

Another fault of the book is the lack of self-analysis. 
Although it was mainly written for a non-Jewish audience, 
it would exercise a stronger appeal if it would frankly ad- 
mit the shortcomings of the Zionist policy after the Armis- 
tice and the lack of consistency in our efforts to reach an 
understanding with the Arabs. As an adherent of a party 
which is still ideologically related to Revisionism—in spite 
of greatly differing tactics—the author would deserve our 
greatest respect if he had had the courage to — to the 
provocative speeches and gestures of his friends of yester- 
day as a factor which aggravated the Palestine situation. 


With all its shortcomings, Machover’s book is neverthe- 
less a very valuable contribution to the recent literature on 
Palestine. 

ABRAHAM REVUSKY 


MONUMENTAL HISTORY 


A SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF THE 
JEWS. By Salo Wittmayer Baron. Vols. I and Il. 
$3.75 ea.; Vol. III $4.00. (Volumes sold separately). 
Columbia University Press. 1937. 


ROFESSOR SALO BARON’S three volume book A 
Social and Religious History of the Jews, opens a new 
era in the study of Jewish history and is one of the foremost 
contributions to Jewish literature published in this country. 
Jewish history deals only with one fragment of humanity, 
but covers so many lands that it becomes virtually a world 
history. It has, therefore, become impossible for any indi- 
vidual to write a complete Jewish history, just as it would 
be impossible to write a complete world history, particularly 
if the author relies on primary sources. In spite of these 
difficulties, Professor Baron has been able to produce a 
work which is not only useful and imposing, but extremely 
interesting. 
Professor Baron brings to this task a fine rabbinical edu- 
cation, combined with training as a sociologist and as a 
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jurist. He also has indefatigable energy and clear historic 
insight, sharpened by his years in some of the best universi- 
ties of Europe. 


Social and Religious History of the Jews consists of 
two parts, the first two volumes being popular, as well as 
erudite, the third volume containing notes and a biblio- 
graphy which are addressed primarily to the student. The 
bibliography is astounding in its wealth and will be helpful 
to every scholar, even in his own particular field. The 
notes discuss in detail various theories advanced by Pro- 
fessor Baron and are convincing in the main, being stimu- 
lating throughout. The volume also contains a fine index 
which serves as a key to the whole history. 


The first two volumes discuss the whole of Jewish his- 
tory, from its beginnings in almost prehistoric society to 
our own day. The introductory chapter on Jewish sorcery 
and religion is an excellent essay summarizing the elements 
in Judaism, as developed in the past, and containing a prog- 
nostication of the future. The fundamental pieniale of 
the existence of the Jewish people, combining in itself the 
elements of universalism and particularism, are developed 
with great care and lucidity, as well as learning, through- 
out the succeeding chapters. 


Naturally each student of Jewish history will turn to 
those chapters in which he happens to be doing special 
research, to see what Professor Baron’s approach is to that 
particular phase of the subject. It happens that the work 
I am doing now deals with the Pharisees and the Talmud. 
As I read the chapters devoted to these subjects, I was 
amazed at the manner in which he presents tersely and con- 
cisly the various interpretations put upon the subject and 
then summarizes his own views. 


For the general reader, the most important part of the 
book is perhaps that dealing with modern times, because it 
is here that Professor Baron not only outlines those oe 
ments in Jewish history which concern us most immedi- 
ately, but also foreshadows a work to which many of us 
look forward, that is, his a of the part which 
Judaism is to play in the world of the future. 


A Social and Religious History of the Jews is thus, 
both as a discussion of Jewish historical problems and as a 
book of reference for the Jewish scholar, a monumental 
work. 

Louis FINKELSTEIN 


THREE MODERN WAYS 


THREE WAYS OF MODERN MAN.. By Harry Slo- 
chower. With an introduction by Kenneth Burke. 
International Publishers. $1.50. 


To the accompaniment of war and the threat of war, of 
unemployment and depression, of demagogy and fascism, 
it becomes increasingly plain that the capitalism of the 
twentieth century is not altogether satisfactory. In an 
effort to find a more satisfactory way of life, Professor 
Slochower has, in this book, analyzed the most prolific 
and most potent cultural form of our time, the novel, 
and found that there are basically three ways modern 
man may go. What these three ways are is made clear 
in the analysis of modern thought as it is revealed in three 
major novels and the three groups of less important novels 
that cluster about them ideologically. 


The first way is expressed in the nostalgic feudal social- 
ism of Undset’s Kristin Lavransdatter with its emphasis 
on supernaturalism, authority, hierarchy, and the patriarchal 
family. This way Professor Slochower, despite his admira- 
tion for the novel, is compelled to reject. And in reject- 
ing it he shows that Undset was herself compelled to reject 
it in describing it, for her rebellious characters are more 
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vivid and no more unhappy than are those who obey un- 
uestioningly. In addition, the sterile consummation of 
e way of life Undset advocates comes when Kristin 

risks her life to rescue a dead body. 

The second way is the bourgeois liberalism of the 
Magic Mountain which Mann himself must reject just as 
Undset rejected feudal socialism, for it is entirely unfit 
to face the world of realities. It is, like the tuberculosis 
that symbolizes it, flourishing without and tainted within. 
Since it cannot decide for itself, others decide for it and 
it leads Hans Castorp to a mass grave in Flanders Field. 
Mann has himself come to this conclusion not only by 
implication in the novel, but by his recent outspoken, 

ilitant opposition to fascism. 

The third way is the socialist humanism of Pelle the 
Conqueror, Nexo's novel of the development of the Danish 
labor movement before the war. Here Professor Slocho- 
wer finds the most eloquent and convincing picture of our 
time and the most acceptable way for modern man. To 
be sure, a novel completed in 1910 could not include 
“1917 and 1935”, but it could point the way, and of the 
three, this novel alone does not refute itself. “‘Kristin’s 
children all die with the questionable exception of one. 
We lose Castorp in the War with poor prospects. Pelle 
is with us still and his children are growing up.” 

The greatness of this novel lies not so much in its 
socialism, which was conditioned by the period in which 
it was written, but rather in its humanism, in the passion- 
ate struggle for justice, in the conviction that society must 
be saved, and yet in the recognition that the collective 
must not overlook the individual personality which always 
remains unique, It is this socialist humanism which can 
save those elements of the old culture that are humanely 
valuable and still progress beyond them to a collective 
humanism, that feleenee Slochower sees as the way mod- 
ern man must go not only in literature but in politics. 
That is why liberals, radicals and progressives of all dndas 
are today united in a struggle against fascism. 

In conclusion a word must be said about the method 
of this book. At first glance it may seem that there is too 
much attention paid to details and that the result is 
rather psycho-analysis than literary criticism, but 
what Nexo calls ‘the lucid dialectic method” 
(which seeks in events not only their external sig- 
nificance but also their inner implications, which looks 
at them in motion rather than statically) is particularly 
suitable to the interpretation of works as rich in symbol- 
ism as those discussed here. Certainly Thomas Mann, 
whose work is especially rich in profound symbolism did 
not feel that he was ieee by this method. 

JOSEPH KRESH 


1. ERETZ ISRAEL 


@ by Daniel Fineman 


HICH WAY ARE THE STORM-CLOUDS veer- 
ing in Eretz Israel? This question runs uppermost 
today in the minds of all Palestinians, both Jews and 
Arabs. The entire population has had to endure a pro- 
longed reign of terror for eighteen months because the 
government persistently attempted to conciliate the insti- 
gators of organized murder. But now the assassination of 
Lewis Andrews, British Commissioner for Galilee, as he 
was leaving church in Nazareth on Sunday morning, Sep- 
tember 29th, has accomplished what neither the unchecked 
slaying of hundreds of “natives” nor even Royal Commis- 
sion strictures could effect. The murder of the English 
official has galvanized the administration into action. On 
October 1, in an atmosphere charged with tension, the 
authorities finally scrapped their policy of deference to 
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killers. On that day, at dawn, the government suddenly 
dispatched police to search the houses of terrorist ring- 
leaders. Furthermore, the administration outlawed the 
Arab Higher Committee and struck at the heart of Pales- 
tinian terrorism by arresting and deporting five of its most 
rabid supporters, including the Mayor of Jerusalem, the 
chief of the Arab Youth organization and the Secretary 
of the Arab Higher Committee. And while these dig- 
nitaries’ henchmen scurried north to Syria or south to 
Egypt, the government deposed from the presidency of the 
Moslem Supreme Council Haj Amin el Husseini, the man 
who played the biggest part in fomenting the campaign 
of carnage which has ravaged Palestine since April, 1936. 
Deprived of his power over religious courts and no longer 
enjoying control of the $350,000 income from the Waqf 
(Mohammedan church) estates, Mufti Husseini fled into 
hiding. His flight pe every peaceful citizen of Palestine 
hope that quiet and security would return to the country. 
For in the month of September terror had flared up anew in 
Eretz Israel. Hooded “patriots” hounded, wounded and 
killed fellow Arabs who refused to back the Mufti in his 
opposition to the Royal Commission's plan of creating an 
Arab state under Abdullah, Emir of Transjordan. And 
between August 29 and September 13, Husseini’s cohorts 
murdered seven Jews from ambush in Tel Aviv, Haifa, 
Jerusalem, Karkur and Kfar Yechezkiel. In the mosques, 
ulema (cleric) demagogs harangued their po a 
with blood-curdling tales of what Zionists intended to do 
to Moslems. And “nationalist” laymen secretly drilled and 
armed contingents of shock-troops in Arab villages which 
lie within the pale of the proposed Jewish state. 

The country is now waiting to see whether the govern- 
ment will continue in its determination to suppress these 
preparations for large-scale anti-Jewish state rioting. 
Meanwhile, the sudden reversal of British policy towards 
Arab opponents of the Royal Commission’s plan has inten- 
sified the excitement with which Jews discuss the pros- 
pective dismemberment of Eretz Israel. The yishuv (Jewish 
settlement) supports en masse the Zionist Congress’s de- 
cision to explore more thoroughly what possibilities inhere 
in the Royal Commission’s proposal. For partition, while 
unpleasant in the extreme, seems to afford the only prac- 
tical escape from the present political impasse with both 
the Arabs and the English. Jews face this fact without 
undue alarm. Indeed the plan to reduce the Jewish state 
to a tiny strip of territory along the Mediterranean coast 
has inspired a number of ieee witticisms. There is a 
story now going the rounds that Britain offers the Jews 
a home with a terrace boasting a magnificent view of the 
sea and many corridors (referring to the proposed British 
“corridor’”’), but containing no rooms to live in. Punsters, 
playing with the Yiddish word eng (narrow), have labelled 
the proposed state ‘‘Eng-land”. Most revelatory of the 
yishuv’s present mood, however, is this suggestion of a 
Davar columnist: ‘Inasmuch as thousands of Jews go 
abroad every summer, on business, for a vacation, to attend 
congresses or convalesce at various spas,” he asks, why not 
solve the Eretz Israel problem by making Palestine an 
Arab country in summer and a Jewish country in winter?” 

As the Sg underlying this quip attests, though Jews 
are worried over the situation, they are far from despon- 
dent. Indeed, a critical stock-account of their position 
reveals no grounds for discouragement. On Rosh Hashana 


‘the Hebrew press burgeoned with exhaustive surveys of 


Jewish achievement and failure in Palestine during the 
year. All these analyses concluded upon a reassuring note. 
For fact and figure prove that, despite sporadic setbacks, 
Jews have proceeded steadily with their constructive work. 
Not that their efforts have met with complete success. Far 
from it. Owing to lack of proper public support many 
truck farmers were left with tons of green vegetables rot- 
ting in their fields. For the same reason a number of 
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ANOTHER HIGH 


Although The Nation began its career as a commenta- 
tor on public affairs as early as 1865, never before has 
its present circulation been equalled. 


Principal credit belongs, of course, to those who write 
for The Nation. Our list of contributors includes 
many of the most important figures in the ranks of. 
progressive thought today. No wonder reactionaries 
who want to know what the other side thinks, as well 
as intellectually alert left wingers, turn to The 
Nation! 


Fortunately, the curve of circulation continues to rise. 
Every advance means a victory over the forces which 
oppose an American social system that makes sense. 
For that reason, above all others, we thank those who 
have contributed to our support, by subscribing or 
purchasing single copies, and now extend this invita- 
tion to those who have not read The Nation recently: 
To become acquainted with America’s most popular 
progressive weekly, we invite you to accept the next 
17 issues for only $1—38% reduction. Mail the 
coupon at once! 


AMERICA’S 
THE Ad MOST POPULAR 
ation 
WEEKLY 


17 WEEKS FOR ONLY $1 


THE NATION 
20 Vesey Street 
New York City Name 
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I accept your intro- 4 ddress. 
ductory offer. Send 
me the next 17 is- 


sues for the dollar (Extra postage: Canadian, 17c; Foreign, 34c) 
I enclose. 
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dairy farmers could not dispose of their butter. The 10,- 
000 ton Jewish ship Tel Aviv had to go into drydock 
largely because of Jewish negligence. And the lull in 
building activities is also partly due to imperfect mobiliza- 
tion of Jewish economic forces in the country. These 
defects in Jewish management of their own economy the 
yishuv does not try to condone. But despite such failures 
the yishuv solves its economic problems in a sound manner. 
Witness the effective war on economic slump and unem- 
ployment waged by national institutions. In this emer- 
gency work, the Histadrut (Jewish Workers’ Federation), 
which expanded during the year to muster 105,000 labor- 
ers—over 80% of the entire working population of the 
country—set the pace. Chief of the Histadrut stopgaps 
against depression was Bitzur which created over a million 
workingdays by stimulating much needed public works 
throughout the length and breadth of Palestine. Other 
labor organizations megene similar yeoman’s service. 
The flourishing Workers’ Bank, which increased its busi- 
ness turnover during the year by $2,500,000, established 
a special fund to ease the labor mart. And Hasneh, the 
workers’ insurance association agreed, when private institu- 
tions shied off, to provide for all colonies cooperative in- 
surance against damages sustained in the course of terror- 
ist attacks. 

Supplementing the work of Bitzur, bank and Hasneh, 
a variegated network of Histadrut affiliates (Tnuva, Nir, 
Shicun, Even and Nachshon) launched many projects 
which infused new life into Palestinian economy. Tnuva, 
the smallholders’ cooperative, first doubled its business in 
vegetables, milk and honey and then startled private cirtri- 
culture when its new branch, Tnuva-Export, through ad- 
herence to sound cooperative principles, profitably disposed 
of 400,000 cases of citrus on an English market glutted 
with Spanish fruit. Under the aegis of Nir, all over Pal- 
estine well-drillers tapped the earth for water, mechanics 
laid down irrigation systems to slake acres of thirsty soil 
and colonists set out for their fields astride newly purchased 
tractors. Shicun, a housing company working hand in 
glove with Nir, constructed hundreds of efficient, modern 
labor dwellings in town and colony, bringing its activities 
to a crescendo as the private building industry reached a 
low ebb. In Even’s recently acquired stone-quarries, Jew- 
ish machines and laborers started hewing and pounding 
away at the massive layers of rock which stud the neigh- 
borhood of Jerusalem and Haifa. And Nachshon’s yawls 
and trawlers, moored in the new Tel Aviv port, attracted 
numbers of young Jews to go down to the sea in ships. 

Stimulated by this quickening of the economic tempo, 
private enterprise also forged ahead. Both industrial and 
agricultural creative power grew. In the first half of 1937, 
Jewish industry blossomed with 112 new factories aggre- 
gating an investment of well over $3,500,000. And poul- 
try-farming, viniculture, bee-raising and sheep-tending 
thrived beyond expectation. This intensified production 
caused exports in produce and manufactures to jump far 
above 1936 quantities. Not only established Palestinian 
commodities such as edible oils, watermelon, Rishon-le- 
Zion wines, Dead Sea chemicals, aluminum ware and shiny 
false teeth, but several brand new local products—rice and 
excellent razor blades—penetrated foreign markets. And 
the yishuv finds satisfaction not only in developing its 
trade but in continuing close settlement on the land. Pion- 
eer families planted no less than fifteen new outpost col- 
onies during the year in the outlying Jordan and Beisan 
valleys and near Lake Galilee, thus extending the inhabited 
frontier of Jewish National Fund land by 60,000 dunam. 

The Rosh Hashana supplements encouraged the yishuv 
to draw similar comfort from the record of its intellectual 
life. Illustrating the cultural ebullition of the year was 
the emergence, in addition to Habimah, Ohel and Matateh, 
of two new dramatic troupes (Sadan and Teatron Ivri). 
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Cafes in Tel Aviv and libraries in communal colonies 
periodically re-echoed while enthusiasts discussed the year’s 
crop of paintings in Palestine or reflected on the artistic 
triumphs of native sons abroad. People actively speculated 
on when and how the unwritten Great Hebrew Novel 
would be produced and followed contemporary literary 
controversies with unflagging interest. Writers, at their 
bull-sessions, expressed passionate concern for progressive 
social ideologies and strove to perfect their creative tool— 
modern Hebrew. The newly founded Palestine Orchestra, 
under the batons of Toscanini, Dobrowen, Malcolm Sar- 
gent and Steinberg, brought brilliant executions of Brahms, 
Beethoven, Tsaichovsky, Haydn, Dvorak and twenty others 
of similar calibre to a music-famished generation of young 
Jews. Simultaneously a wave of interest in chamber-music 
swept the country, and Scarlati, Bach, Diestersdorf and 
Rameau became familiar names. 

This artistic ferment profoundly stimulated the rising 
national culture. The most vital medium of Palestinian 
self-expression—the theatre—found grist for its mill in 
plays and techniques of widely different origins. Habimah 
(the world-famous troupe which Europe is now acclaim- 
ing) turned from the stark exaggerated style of its earlier 
Russian directors (Meyerhold, Vaktangov, and Tchekov) 
to experiment this year, under the tutelage of Jessner and 
Lindheim, with German naturalist technical tricks and 
light effects. While assimilating the new manner, Ha- 
bimah presented two Jewish plays, Sholom Aleichem’s 
Hard To Be A Jew and Mendele Moher Sfarim’s Ben- 
jamin’s Travels. After performing these classics, Habimah 
tackled the American Irwin Shaw’s eloquent diatribe 
against war, Bury The Dead. This production, resulting 
from the impact of Americanism upon the Jewish mind, 
took a distinctive form consonant with Palestinian experi- 
ence. Ohel (the workers’ theatre) treated in similar fash- 
ion both a Biblical and a Chinese theme, interpreting the 
romantic 14th century Asiatic legend of The White Circle 
and the classical Hebrew story of Herod and Mariamne 
in terms of the present-day Jewish pioneer’s spirit of fiery 
social revolt. 

The Jew’s inner struggle to find an adequate expression 
for his own land and race evoked not only Jewish inter- 
— of historically or geographically remote subjects 

ut also instigated a searching of the immediate Palestinian 
past for native inspiration. In at least one play and one 
musical piece the yishuv recognized imperfect efforts to 
a its own image. The play, Hashomrim (‘The 
atchmen”’ ) —produced ' Habimah-—stressed the _his- 
toric continuity of the self-defense principle in Jewish Pal- 
estine by dramatizing the self-sacrifice of men who, though 
it often cost them their lives, insisted on standing guard 
over Jewish fields in 1907-8. And Davri’s Emek, played 
by the Palestine Orchestra, sought to capture in music the 
Jew’s mood when contemplating the scene of his most 
glorious experiment in colonization. 

Towards these indigenous artistic efforts the yishuv 
adopts the same critical attitude it applies to its economy. 
Palestinian critics did not lose their hake and judgment 
simply because of the subject-matter. They find Hashom- 
rim in itself a poorly constructed play which scarcely does 
justice to its heroic theme. And they admit that Emek 
sounds superficial when compared with Ernest Bloch’s 
exquisite Poeme which they also heard during the year. 

Guided by this objective approach towards its own evo- 
lution the yishuv consciously strikes ever deeper roots in 
the soil of Eretz Israel. Retaining ’a severe sense of pro- 
portion, it regards its own achievements critically and 
rarely seeks to gloss over its shortcomings. Palestine Jew- 
he forthright frame of mind bodes well for the imme- 
iate future. For this growing maturity of thought augurs 
an ability effectively to cope with complex problems sure 
to face a Jewish state. 








ll. DIASPORA 
® by Abraham G. Duker 


ECENT POLITICAL developments in Poland con- 
R tinue to threaten further the position of the Jews in 
that country. The government is at present completely con- 
trolled by the Ozone group (The Camp of National Unity) 
with Colonel Koc at its head. Smigly-Rydz, the dictator, 
has declared his open support of this clique. It is assumed 
chat Koc will become the premier of Poland this fall. His 
capproachement with the Endeks will probably end in a 
coalition government with this Nazi group which is ex- 
pected to take effect within a few months. Meanwhile the 
Ozone is maintaining its open anti-Jewish policy shown in 
encouragement of the boycott and its toleration of pogroms 
and further agitation for the solution of the Jewish prob- 
lem in Poland through enforced emigration. Its youth 
section issued an appeal calling for the liberation of Poland 
from the Jews. Some of them were arrested because of 
their ‘pues in the recent Warsaw riots. The new 
school year brought with it an increase of ghetto seats for 
Jewish children in the public schools in many localities. 
It remains to be seen whether Premier Skladkowski will 
carry out his promise of putting an end to the pogroms, 
now that he has seen their exhibition in Warsaw. 

The month of August set up a new record in Polish his- 
tory. It witnessed 350 cases of attacks against the Jews. 
In the month of September Polish — glowed with 
an undiminished flame of hatred and destruction. Pogroms 
and attacks took place this month in so many localities, that 
it is impossible to list them all within the limits of this 
column. The most severe attacks took place in Lemberg, 
Briansk, Bydgoszcz, Radom, Kalisz, Koscielny, Bielsko and 
Warsaw. The proof that the government is either un- 
willing or unable to stem this anarchy can be adduced 
from the fact that in Bielsko the pogrom lasted for six 
days, and in Warsaw Jews were attacked throughout the 
holiday period. The Endeks have carried over their 
pogrom propaganda to the neighboring Czechoslovakia, 
where they agitate among the peasants on the border region 
of Carpatho-Ruthenia. Students are continuing their usual 
academic activities since the opening of the new school 
years. Jewish students were attacked in the universities 
of Lemberg and Wilno, though their number and propor- 
tion among the student body has hit a low mark this 
year. The Jewish-owned book stores near the University 
of Warsaw have been picketed for weeks. The Endeks and 
Naras are continuing their boycott and “market ghetto” 
activities: An “anti-Jewish month” was declared by them 
in Grodno. In some localities the peasants discontinued 
frequenting the town on market days; the Endeks incensed 
at their lack of success exact their revenge by pogroms and 
rioting. 

The last month witnessed an increasing militancy on the 

art of the peasants and workers in their attempt to resist 
increasing reaction. Though the ten day peasant strike 
was a failure, yet 41 peasants killed by the police and the 
arrest of their leaders throughout the country served notice 
on the government. In many places the peasants actively 
dispersed the Endek pickets and defended the Jews. Joint 
demonstrations by Polish and Jewish workers against anti- 
Semitism were held in Warsaw. The headquarters of the 
Bund, the Jewish Socialist Party were bombed and twenty 

rsons were injured when another bomb was thrown at a 
youthful Socialist workers’ demonstration in the same city. A 
Jew, of course, was arrested as a suspect, following the 
usual policy of the government which arrested a routine 
hundred Jews and a hundred Poles after the holiday riots 
in Warsaw. Jewish self-defense is thus to be treated on 
a par with the progrom activity. While the Endeks are set 
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against the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine 
because of the possibility of “‘an increase in ess gong.“ 
as its result, the Polish government demanded at the 
League of Nations an increase in the number of the Jews 
to be admitted to Palestine. 


In Roumania, too, there are indications of a Nazi gov- 
ment trend. The National Peasant Party, heretofore the 
main support of democracy, declared itself in favor of a 
boycott against the Jews. The teachers in the higher 
schools voted in favor of excluding their Jewish colleagues 
from the profession. Riots too place in several towns in 
Transylvania and Bessarabia. 


Here, also, Zionist organizations are being investigated 
by the police and the collection of funds for Palestine de- 
clared illegal. The Ministry of the Interior has issued a 
law which requires the employment of at least 50% of the 
native Roumanians in all the business and industrial estab- 
lishments in the country. The existence of 60,000 Bessa- 
rabian Jews is feared for as a result of a proposal to investi- 
gate the documents of all who became residents of Rou- 
mania since the end of the World War. A new decree 
called for the dismissal of non-Roumanians from govern- 
ment offices in the border provinces. 


The expiration of the Polish-German Treaty of 1922 con- 
cerning Upper Silesia was celebrated by the introduction of 
the Nuremburg laws, and by pogroms and riots in various 
parts of this region. Goering warned the German Jews 
in his Stuttgart speech that they would have to pay the 
damages resulting from the anti-Nazi boycott. The Jews 
of Germany remained “happy” that the last Nuremburg 
Congress did not bring with it additional anti-Jewish 
decrees. The usual orations were delivered however. At 
Nuremburg, Alfred Rosenberg warned the foreign am- 
bassadors who were present against the Jews in their own 
countries. The return to medievalism was further marked 
by the introduction of yellow “ghetto” benches in the 
Berlin parks. An illustration of the sell-out of Danzig to 
the Nazis by the present Polish regime was the “‘suicide” 
in jail of a Polish Jew arrested on the charge of Rassen- 
schuendung. A synagogue in the same city was closed 
in the midst of the New Year services because the prayers 
“interferred with the peace” of the Nazis in a neighboring 
building. 

The Italian rabbinate united in a bold declaration against 
the demand of the extremists among the Fascist Jews that 
their Italian countrymen sever their relations with world 
Jewry, and establish a Reform synagogue in line with their 
ideology. They boldly asserted their interest in the Jews 
in other countries and their ties with Palestine. While the 
Revisionist paper ceased publication because of the recent 
anti-Zionist scare, the Zionist organ Israel is continuing its 
militant anti-assimilationist stand. It seems that the Fascists 
have abandoned their attempt to introduce the Jewish and 
Zionist issue to Italian politics. Observers maintain that 

ssibility of the establishment of the Jewish State and 
increased immigration into Palestine are the reasons for 
this change. Because of the continuous disagreement be- 
tween the Zionists and the extremist Fascists a Christian 
commissar was appointed by Mussolini to conduct the 
affairs of the Jewish community in Rome. 


The Yiddish Communist press in U. S. S. R. was recently 
filled with reports of the increase of religious sentiments 
among Soviet Jewry, particularly in the Kolkhozes (col- 
lective farms) in the Ukraine where the peasants are 
supposedly devoting one-third of their budget to religious 
expenditures. Accusations abound that the Rabbis and 

er religious functionaries are carrying on sabotage in 
connection with Trotskyism. The clean-up against Trotsky- 
ism among the Yiddish writers is still continuing. 
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lil. WORLD LABOR 


BRITISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS 
FUSION IN FRANCE? 
CONFUSION IN AMERICAN LABOR 


® by Elsie Gluck 
I 


HE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, “Which Way 
British Labor?” raised in the August chronicle is par- 
tially indicated by the decisions of the British Trades Union 
Congress which convened early in September. These deci- 
sions indicate the political line which probably will be 
taken by the British Labor Party in its coming conference. 


Four major trends stand out in the Trades Union Con- 
gress decisions. The first is an outright reversal of British 
labor's traditional pacifist stand in favor of an endorsement 
of British re-armament programs. The second group of 
decisions, concerned mainly with improvements in labor 
legislation and social insurance, show clearly that it is 
through this method and through increased membership 
that British trade union leaders look for further gains. But 
a clear recognition of the dangers of depending on artificial 
and short-lived economic prosperity was partially met by a 
third program—that of outlining a plan for increasing gov- 
ernment provision during a depression. Finally, to return 
to the political field, the United Front with the Communist 
Party was again rejected. 


The decision on re-armament was foreshadowed by a 
meeting of the National Council of Labor, which represents 
the General Councils both of the Congress and of the 
Party. In these meetings, Sir Walter Citrine completely re- 
versed himself on his attitude at the Warsaw meeting of 
the International Federation of Trade Unions which held 
that fascism was on the wane, and urged re-armament 
mainly because of growing fascist aggression. The majority 
leadership answered left-wing criticism of endorsement of 
the National Government’s program of re-armament by ex- 
plicitly stating that it would oppose any fascist alliances. Al- 
ready Labor, the official organ of the labor movement, has 
opened up a campaign on the export of munitions. The left- 
wing also criticized the leadership for inadequate material 
support to the Spanish loyalists through the trade union 
front. Although left-wing journals and the conservative 
press: alike hailed this as a transformation of the official Op- 
position in Parliament into a supporter of the National Gov- 
ernment, the leadership denied any transformation. Mean- 
while, the pacifist element headed by George Lansbury has 
called a conference in opposition to this program. However 
strong may be ro sentiment in Great Britain (including 
the pacifism of the Tories who are biding for time) and 
however loyal workers may be to the veteran Lansbury, to 
whom credit is given for holding together the Labor Party 
after McDonald’s treachery, Lansbury’s favorable comments 
on his interviews with Hitler and with Mussolini have 
weakened his hold on left-wing and labor groups. The is- 
sue is now no longer pacifism but a continued opposition to 
government alliances with fascist and pro-fascist elements. 


The economic program of the Congress was presented by 
Ernest Bevin, leader of the Transport Workers’ Union. 
There was not the slightest indication that labor anticipates 
a series of strikes to consolidate and extend its gains, com- 
parable to the strike movement in the United States. 
Strikes are, of course, not the only indication of labor's 
progress. . But the London Statesman and Nation points 
out that labor’s gains through peaceful negotiations have 
been very slight, and the statistical section of Labor indi- 
cates that the upward trend of real wages and employment 
has halted and is, if anything, reversed. Undoubtedly, 
there has been rebellion in the ranks in the form of outlaw 
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strikes, but even these have been fewer than in comparable 
periods of upturn. The drastic action taken by the Execu- 
tive of the Transport Workers’ Union in suspending the 
leaders of the London bus strike augurs a stern check on 
unauthorized strikes. 

On the other hand, not only have labor’s gains in wages 
been slight, but labor’s fight for improvement of the Brit- 
ish Factory Act( which thirty years ago was regarded as 
model legislation) has not met with much success. It is an 
interesting commentary on the British movement that it is 
now aiming at American standards in labor legislation. 

Bevin’s program for dealing with the depression which 
would inevitably set in, included, of course, provision for 
public works, extension of unemployment benefits and 
other plans of such a nature. He also advised the forma- 
tion of a Scientific Advisory Council. Actually, the success 
of such a program will depend on Iabor’s strength and mil- 
itancy. In the last eighteen months, there has been a rise 
in membership, from the low point of 1931, to well over 4 
millions. But two-thirds of the organizable workers re- 
main unorganized. Labor's numerical strength in the polls 
has also been on the upsurge—it is pointed out that the 
labor vote is now almost as large as it was in the peak of 
1929. But the peculiar system of representation has result- 
ed in a greatly decreased parliamentary delegation. These 
factors, to which the left wing adds as a cause, the lack of 
an aggressive program on both the economic and political 
field, probably explain the absence of any outstanding 
accomplishments. 

Strange to say, however, the question of a United Front 
with the Communists played a ie less important role this 
year than last. According to the Manchester Guardian, 
both sides took rejection of the proposal for granted, and 
there was both less bitterness and less virility in the debate. 


II. 


F THE OUTSTANDING CHANGE in the British 
labor situation is the slow realization that the British 
insular safety and prosperity is precarious, the events in the 
French labor movement indicate how keenly alert is the 
French movement to the dangers of reaction and fascism. 
French labor is not lulled by the legislation and economic 
gains of the Blum government or by the temporary decline 
of French fascism. Socialist participation in the Chau- 
temps-Bonnet government received ‘approval by a slight 
majority and its continuance was predicated on an aggres- 
sive pushing forward of the Socialist program. The trade 
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union wing of the labor movement, on the alert for indica- 
tions of retreat, has answered the tendency of employers to 
assume that under the Chautemps government labor legisla- 
tion will not be enforced by a number of strikes, which give 
indication of spreading into a new wave of sit-downs. The 
political labor movement is aware that fascist wings are 
waiting on the possibilities of a Franco victory in Spain for 
their revival. It is in the light of these factors that there is 
now going on a discussion of the unification of the Socialist 
and the Communist Parties in France, similar to the unity 
in the trade-union wing of the movement, and to the recent 
United Anti-Fascist Party formed by Italian Socialists and 
Communists. The Socialist Party has made as conditions 
for any proposal of unification guarantees of inner party 
democracy and freedom from dependence on any outside 
government (presumably the Soviet Union). Opposition 
to such a single party has come from both the right and the 
left-wings within the Socialist Party. It is not clear what 
the effects of such unity would be on the existing Popular 
Front with the bourgeoise Radical-Socialists. For one 
thing, the Government has taken a more aggressive stand 
on the question of Italian participation in the Spanish con- 
flict at the same time that it is turning to the right in 
internal affairs. 
III. 
NDEED, THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, only Amer- 
ican labor seems to be able to pursue its course with 
comparatively slight attention to the dangers of world fas- 
cism. In nearby Canada, the reactionary government of 
Quebec has not been able to stem mass strikes among the 
textile workers even though these are not affiliated with the 
C. I. O. In the United States, the C. I. O. has been making 
further phenomenal gains in membership, both with and 
without strikes. Its last announced membership figures 
were over 3,700,000. Unity on the trade union eld how- 
ever seems even farther off than before, despite the asser- 
tion of American trade union fraternal delegates at the 
British Congress. On the political field, the stand of the 
labor and radical parties is more than a little confusing. 
Communist Popular Front tactics lead to a discouragement 
of any move toward a reallignment of progressive elements 
in a new farmer-labor alliance to be initiated by organized 
labor as called for by recent pronouncements of the Social- 
ist Party. It is by no means clear which political path or- 
ganized labor will take. Certainly the testimony from the 
European labor movements is no guide in a period of world 
flux and crisis. 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 

















Congress Delegates Return: 


Rabbi Samuel Wohl, National 
Chairman of the League, Miss Rose 
Stoloff, Dr. H. Grushkin and Mr. 
Isaac Hamlin, our delegates to the 
20th Zionist Congress, have returned 
from Zurich and Palestine. The 
Chairman of our National Administra- 
tive Committee, Mr. Alexander Kahn, 
also returned from the session of the 
Jewish Agency and from Poland. 
The New York chapters of the League 
tendered a reception in honor of 
the delegates on Monday evening, Oc- 
tober 11th, at the Hotel Center, 108 
W. 43rd Street. Rabbi Wohl addres- 
sed a mass meeting in Cincinnatti on 
the problems of World Zionism today. 





Speakers’ Bureau: 

The national office has arranged a 
speakers’ bureau for meetings and 
open forums which will be conducted 
by our chapters in the course of the 
year. The topics on which lectures 
will be given cover the following 
fields: Zionism, Labor Zionism, Pales- 
tine, Jewish Life in America, Jewish 
Life in Other Countries, Literature, 
Art, Music, History and Background, 
the Jewish Labor Movement, and 
Labor Colonization in Palestine. — 


Membership Drive: 

The membership drive of the Lea- 
gue will be launched October 15th 
throughout the country. In many 
cities the chapters have already organ- 





ized committees which are making 
preparations for the drive. This cam- 
paign will continue for a period of 
two months. The goal is at least to 
double the membership this year. 


Activities in New York: 

The Bronx Council held its first 
meeting of the season in the form of a 
reception to Dr. H. Grushkin, one of 
the League delegates to the Zionist 
Congress. Dr. Grushkin reported on 
the proceedings of the Congress and 
also related his personal impressions 
of Palestine which he visited after the 
Congress. Dr. N. Levey, chairman of 
the council, presided at the meeting. 
The Bronx Council is also planning an 
active program for the present season. 
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The Brooklyn chapter under the 
chairmanship of Mr. H. A. Harrison, 
opened its season with a Succot party 
in the exquisite Succa of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center. Miss Rose Stoloff, one 
of our delegates to the Congress, 
spoke on the historical debate over 
partition. 

The Hebrew speaking council held 
its annual meeting on September 3rd 
at Hotel McAlpin. The Council for 
next year consists of 23 members elect- 
ed at that meeting. Plans were work- 
ed out for a very extensive program of 
activities for all the Hebrew speaking 
chapters of greater New York. Mr. 
E. M. Edelstein, who presided, was 
very confident that the Hebrew speak- 
ing groups would increase in number 
in the coming year and would also en- 
large their scope of activities: The 
same sentiment was shared by the 
other members of this group. 

The Social Workers’ Chapter held 
their first meeting of the new season 
at the home of Miss Roma Ruth 
Duker. Mr. Ellis Radinsky, the new 
chairman of the chapter, outlined the 

lan of activities for the coming year 
and Mr. Abraham G. Duker lead a 
discussion on the partition plan. 
Among the activities contemplated for 
the present season are a series of open 
forums, publications on social work in 
Palestine, and an extensive member- 
ship drive. 

The Brandeis Chapter which was 
formed toward the end of last year, re- 
convened at the home of its chairman, 
Miss Anne Munves. Mr. A. G. Duk- 
er addressed the meeting and Miss 
Munves, who has recently returned 
from the World Zionist Congress, re- 
lated her personal observations and 
impressions of the proceedings of the 
Congress. Among the activities of the 
coming year, the group will run a cir- 
culating library of Zionist literature 
obtained from the local public library. 
Their first social affair will be a Din- 
ner Dance to be given on Saturday 
night, October 17th, at the Parkway 
Restaurant, Nostrand Ave. and East- 
ern Parkway. 

The Sunnyside Chapter, Mr. H. 
Peretz reports, has had its first meet- 
ing, at which plans were worked out 
for a cultural program of the year. 
On October 10th, Dr. Joseph Mit- 
chell, member of the group, will s 
on “Nationalism and the Class Strug- 








PUBLICATIONS: 
“Selected Essays” of A. D. Gordon 
eneneen ($2.00) 
and the “Histadrut” by A. Revusky 
nario BEC) 


will come off the press very shortly. 
Advance orders are received at the 
office of the League. 
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gle” and on October 20th, Mr. Moses 
Levitt, another member of the chapter, 
will address the group on the partition 
plan. The chapter is also planning 
Open meetings in conjunction with the 
local Hadassah. 

The Lincoln Chapter, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Samuel Rako- 
witz, has resumed its activities for the 
new season. Plans have been worked 
out for an extensive cultural program. 


The Manhattan Chapter met and 
worked out detailed plans for the com- 
ing year. Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg, 
chairman of the group, reports that a 
very interesting cultural program will 
be carried on by the chapter for its 
own members as well as for the gen- 
eral public. 

The Club Leaders group which start- 
ed toward the end of last year, has re- 
cently established itself as a chapter of 
the League. Mr. Meyer Bass, chair- 
man of the group, and his cultural 
committee, are preparing a program of 
activities which will be in keeping 
with the interests of the members, 
most of whom are club leaders in Jew- 
ish Community Centers and YMHA’s 
in Greater New York. 

The Brooklyn young people’s group 
had their first meeting at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Black. This group, 
which was organized around the mi 
dle of last season, has already develop- 
ed into a full fledged chapter with a 
very extensive and varied program of 
activities. They are now making pre- 
parations for a series of lectures and 
other cultural and social activities for 
the coming year. 


The Workmen's Circle group, un- 
der the chairmanship of Mr. Walter 
Berkowitz, had an executive meeting 
on Wednesday, October 6th. and 
worked out the ways and means of 
conducting the a drive and 
the program of activities of the group. 

New York chapters of the League 
are sponsoring a Theatre Party at 
“The Brothers Ashkenazi’ (Maurice 
Schwartz Yiddish Art Theatre) for 
Saturday night, November 6th. 

The Schlossberg Chapter had its 
first meeting at the home of Mrs. M. 
Simons. Mrs. D. Waterman, chair- 
man of the chapter, and a committee, 
are planning an interesting program 
of cultural and social functions for the 
year. 


CHICAGO COUNCIL: 

Mr. Eli Bortniker who has recently 
returned from a lengthy stay in Pales- 
tine, has been elected cultural director 
of the Chicago League. Mr. Bortni- 
ker has been associated with the Labor 
Zionist movement for many years, and 
has been particularly active in the Chi- 
cago League. We welcome him in his 
new position. We are confident that 
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he will guide the destinies of the Lea- 
gue chapters of his city with great 
ability and devotion. Among the 
major activities which the Chicago 
Council is planning for the present 
year, are an open forum service and a 
membership drive. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

The first membership meeting of 
the Philadelphia chapter will be held 
on Monday, October 11th. The new 
chairman of the group, Dr. Joseph 
Levit and his committee are planning 
a very extensive program of activities. 
Last year this chapter had an outstand- 
ing open forum series. Rabbi Abra- 
ham Millgram, the new cultural chair- 
man, reports that the open forum this 
year will begin on November first 
with a symposium on the partition 
plan. The speakers will be Dr. Abra- 
ham Koppelman and Professor Max 
Lurie. Rabbi Millgram also writes of 
plans for an extensive membershi 
drive which will begin about the mid- 
dle of November. Dr. Alexander S. 
Kohanski, National Secretary, will 
visit Philadelphia the mika Oc- 
tober 15th to 17th. 


CINCINNATI: 

The League chapter of Cincinnati, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. M. S. 
Schulzinger, will conduct an open for- 
um series on a wide community basis, 
with the following lecturers: Maurice 
Samuel, November 9th; Louis Lipsky, 
December 9th; Ludwig Lewisohn, 
January 6th, and Hayim Greenberg 
(date to be announced). Mr. Ben 
Lowenthal, chairman of the Forum 
Committee, announces that 500 tickets 
for the series have already been distri- 
buted, with good prospects for sale. 


DETROIT: 

Mrs. Pearl Block, executive secret- 
ary of the Detroit Council, reports a 
very interesting project in a Summer 
Study Group which the council exper- 
imented with in the summer months. 
This group started with an attendance 
of 8 to 10 members, but it gradually 
grew to an attendance of 20 to 30. 
The group met regularly every Tues- 
day night for a period of two months. 
The members of the group presented 
papers for discussion. The fee for the 
course was $2 which went for the pur- 
chasing of books for their reference 
library. Our chapters in other parts 
of the country might be interested in 
emulating this plan. Mrs. Block also 
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reports that the executive council is 
making plans for an open forum series 
and other major functions of the year. 


NEWARK: 

The newly organized Polevsky 
Chapter in Newark, under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Jacob M. Shohan, will 
hold its first open meeting of the sea- 
son on Thursday, October 28th at the 
local YM-YWHA. Rabbi Edward L. 
Israel, chairman of the National Exec- 
utive Committee, will address that 
meeting. Members of that chapter are 
now engaged in promoting a theatre 
party for “The Brothers Ashkenazi”. 


BALTIMORE: 
The Hashomer Organization, an af- 


: filiate group of the League, is plan- 


ning an open forum series for the pre- 
sent year as reported by Mr. D. Sachs, 
chairman of the committee. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.: 

The chapter has had its first mem- 
bership meeting at which it worked 
out plans for the coming year. Once 
a month the group will conduct open 
meetings at the Jewish Center to 
which the public will be invited. 
Other meetings will be held at the 
homes of members and will be devot- 
ed to study and discussions of literary 
topics. Mr. Morris Ullman, newly 
elected president of the chapter, visit- 
ed the national office of the League. 
He expressed great confidence in the 
possibility of increasing the member- 
ship of the chapter and also in form- 
ing new groups of the League in his 
community. 

SYRACUSE: 

Under the chairmanship of Mr. Sid- 
ney Greenberg, the Syracuse chapter is 
planning an open forum series for the 
present year. The group, which was 
organized a year ago, has made excep- 
tional progress. Mr. Greenberg is 
very hopeful for a successful and ex- 
tensive organizational and cultural 
program for the present year. 
SPRINGFIELD: 

Mrs. S. Ginsburgh, secretary of the 
chapter, reports plans worked out for 
cultural meetings, the library and a 
membership drive. Mr. William Sch- 
reiber is chairman of the drive, and 
Dr. Caroline P. Kurnitzky is the new- 
ly elected librarian. 


HARTFORD: 

The chapter has already held its 
opening meeting and is now proceed- 
ing with its program of cultural acti- 
vities for the rest of the season. 
Among its major functions, the chap- 
ter will continue for the series of open 
meetings once a month. 


HOUSTON: 

The League chapter is making elab- 
orate preparations for a large mass 
meeting in connection with its mem- 
bership drive which it will launch in 
the very near future. Mr. M. Atlas, 





chairman of the group, writes of the 
possibility of organizing a young peo- 
ples’ professional group of the League 
in Houston. 

LOS ANGELES: 

Dr. A. Kraeindis of the Arlosoroff 
chapter reports a very interesting Suc- 
cot party held by the chapter as its 
opening affair of the season. They 
are now making plans for their future 
activities and the membership drives. 
SYMPOSIUM AT THE 92ND St. “Y”: 

The League will sponsor one of the 
open forums of the YMHA, Lexing- 
ton Avenue and 92nd Street, on 
Thursday evening, October 21st. The 
topic of the symposium will be “The 
Partition Plan, For and Against.” 
Speakers: Rabbi Joshua Trachten- 
berg and Joshua Leibner. 
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225 W. 36th St.. bet. 7th and 8th Aves. 
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greeting fellow alumni_of City College on 
their visits to Eretz Israel. 
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Exceptional quality, lustrous 
tight-curl Persian Lamb Pelts; 


individually fashioned by 
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“There were thousands of children along the 
road. We counted at least 5,000 under ten years 
of age, at least 1,000 of them barefoot and many 
clad in single garments. They staggered and 
stumbled with cut and bruised feet along the 
white flint road while the Fascists bombed them —Dr. Norman Belhune of the Canadian Blood 


from the air and from the sea.” Transfusion Institute. 


HE swath of destruction cut by Franco’s troops marching on Madrid dispossessed and made homeless countless 
"T aauts as well as 50;000 children. The horrible flight from Malaga added another 25,000 child victims. Then 

Almeria and Guernica, where entire cities were uprooted and their toll of children turned into homeless waifs. 
In all, an estimated 500,000 children are today homeless in Spain. 

THE NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE TO AID SPANISH DEMOCRACY has undertaken the great human- 
itarian task of providing homes for these countless war orphans. Already five homes are in full operation. The Thomas 
Jefferson and the Las Planas Homes, located in the beautiful Pyrenees, are an example of what American generosity can 
do. Over 80 children in the Las Planas Home are being reared and educated in healthful surroundings far from the 
battlefront. Here, they receive loving care from experts in all phases of child welfare. 

Peace loving Americans, through the NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE, have given to Spain $105,216.21 for 
food purchases and the establishment and equipping of children’s homes. In addition, $203,060.59 worth in clothing, 
medical supplies and food has been sent to Spain. All this has been done in the short period from October, 1936 to 
August, 1937. 

Join with the NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE TO AID SPANISH DEMOCRACY in the sacred task of 
feeding the hungry and housing the homeless children of Spain. Your contribution is needed.’ It is absolutely necessary. 
You have the power to answer the anguished cries of the mothers of Spain. To their children, helpless targets of Nazi 
bombs and Italian shrapnel, you can give a chance to live. Send in your contribution now and tonight you may say “This 


day I have saved the life of a Spanish child.” 











NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE 
Professor Albert Einstein, in a TO AID SPANISH DEMOCRACY 
letter to Bishop Francis J. 381 Fourth Avenue 

McConnell said: New York, N. Y. 


“I wish to lend encouragement to Enclosed you will find my donation to 
the wonderful work you are doing aid the innocent victims of Fascism. 
for the maintenance of Spanish 
freedom. In my eyes it is an abso- | $ 
lute duty for all true democrats. Let 
me assure you that the cause for 
which you are working lies deeply | Address 
embedded in my heart.” 
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